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The Frederictan Code, or, a Body of Law for the Dominions of 
the King of Pruffia. Founded on Reafon, and the Conftitutions of 
the Country. Tranflated from the French. ln Two Volumes. 
8vo. Pr. 125. Richardfon, 


I T is the remark of a celebrated writer, that focial happinefs 
depends lIefs on the form of government eftablifhed, than 
upon the ability and integrity of the adminiftration. Notwith- 
ftanding the intrinfic preference which one mode of civil polity 
may have over another, all are capable of yielding equal degrees 
of felicity, while they are judicioufly and honeftly conduéted ; 
the difparity only appears after they have deviated from the ori- 
ginal defign and meaning of the conflitution. The fame coun- 
try fhall teem with bleffings under a patriot monarch, that would 
groan with unfupportable anguifh under the cruel fcourge of a 
fevere tyrant. In the Eaft, the native clime of defpotifm, na- 
tions have been feen to bafk in the radiance of the diadem, 
while every virtue was tenderly cultivated by the foftering in- 
fluence of a prince equally powerful and benevolent. On the 
contrary, divers nations of the Weft and North have been un- 
done by thofe very liberties which were their boaft ; their vi- 
tals were confumed by internal maladies, while they bore all the 
external marks of perfect freedom and found health. Human 
forefight has ereéted certain barriers of liberty, whereby the fo-~ 
vereign and people are reitrained by mutual obligations ; but 
the hiftory of mankind evinces, how faintly thofe mounds re§ft 
the revolutions effected by time, chance, and natural circum- 
ftances. Vice, when fupported by power, is not to be cortrouled 
by laws, or chained down with the feeble fhackles of wax and 
parchment ; nor does it, indeed, correfpond with the reafon of 
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things, that pofterity fhould be bound over to obferve the infti 

tutions of the prefent age, efpecially when they appear to be ar- 
bitrary. Children and parents are born in the fame ftate of 
freedom, and nature dictates, that the authority of the latter 
fhould extend only to a certain period: the engagements there- 
fore contra&ted by the parents can only be obligatory on the 
children after that period, when they accede to them, when 
they are founded on the laws of nature, or when they find it 
convenient to acquiefce. A fenfe of this natural liberty has 
given birth to that multiplicity of laws, with which nations, 
ceemed civilized, are incumbered ; a multiplicity that defeats 
the very end of legiflation. The benefit of a free conftitution 
is loft in the immenfity, as well as in the indefinite nature of 
laws; and the legiflator, who lays down rules for deciding on 
every particular, is perhaps more faulty than if he had con- 
tented himfelf with general maxims. ‘The difficulty of ob- 
taining juftice, amidift the perplexing mazes of chicanery, is at 
leaft equivalent to the danger of oppreffion from the unlimited 
power of the judge : befides, the former is permanent, the lat- 
ter only accidental. An honeft magiftrate will not abufe his 
authority to the perverfion of truth ; andit is to be prefumed, 
that every age and country occafionally produce men of probity 
above all mercenary views and partial attachments; but the 
greateft integrity may be feduced by the letter againft the fpirit 
of the law, and of equity itfelf, efpecially as they fometimes ap 
pear in direct oppofition. It is common to fee fiatutes enacted 
to correct certain crimes or practices that are fuppofed to be de- 
trimental to the public ; the law produces the cffe@ in redref- 
fing the evil which formed its obje&; but a thoufand to one i¢ 
runs counter to the {pirit of fome prior fiatute, and lays the 
foundation of abufes greater than it was intended to correct. 
This muft neceffarily happen in manifold ioftances where the 
jaws are loofe and independent; where they are not founded up= 
on natural or moral obligations ; where: they have no reference 
to one felf-evident principle, from which they fhoot like bran- 
ches from the trunk ; where they regard only the. evil, without 
triking at the root of the diforder; and where the general 
theorems are not univeitally demonftrable, and applicable 
to particular circumftances that may be deemed the covollaries 
from one firft eternal truth. 


No form of governmeat upon earth has been more apnlaud- 
ed by political writers than the Britifh conftitution, in which 
the peli itical balance is held with the utmoft equality between 
the fovereign and the fubje&t; yet has this very circumftance, 
productive of numberlefs bleffings, been the fource of inconve- 
niencies fo grievous in their nature, as to render the people a 
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moft infenfible of the freedom they enjoy. Their political li- 
berties are amply fecured; but with refpe& to civil liberty, it 
is certainly otherwife, if we may judge bythe effe&. What is 
the difference between having no laws, and their being in 4 
manner inacceffible ? What fthall we fay when we fee fratutes 
daily contradiéting the common law, or thofe ancient cuftoms 
of the realm, colleéted together by our kings for the fecurity 
of property, honour, and life? When we refle& into what a 
variety of- departments the laws of England are divided, we 
fhall find little caufe to be aitonifhed at the difficulty of ob- 
taining juftice, the oppofition that appears between the fevera] 
parts, and the flat contradiction which frequently occurs between 
law and equity, It is this immenfe variety, and contradictory 
fpirit, that foils all attempts to reduce them to general princi- 
ples, und to this we may afcribe the tedioufnefs, the uncertainty, 
and expence of litigation, Can there be a ftronger reflection 
upon the Englifh laws, than that a party fhall be deprived of 
his right, becaufe the folicitor employed by his adverfary hap- 
ens to be more converfant in the chicanery, the fophifm, and 
a frauds of the courts ? Is it not a fcandal to our conftitu- 
tution, that in cafes of property, the whole matter in difpute 
fhall be abforbed in the expences of litigation ; and that the 
only gainers by the decifion, are the very perfons who profefs 
themfelves the guardians of juftice, the avengers of oppreffion, 
the ftay of the widow, and fupport of the injured orphan. 


From the number and variety of laws it is frequently a pro- 
blem, which the moft able of the profeffion cannot folve, what 
really is law. ‘The common law, the ttatute law, the proving 
cial cuftoms, the crown law, the law-cuftom of parliament, 
the reafonable cuftoms, the canon law, the civil law, the foreft 
law, the law of marque and reprifals, the commercial laws, 
the martial laws, form fuch q vaft chaos of jargon, abfurdity, 
and contradiction, as would be fufficient to deter from the ftudy, 
were not the advantages refulting an irrefiftible incitement ; 
whence it happens, thar the kingdom is deluged with pettifog- 
gers and diftributors and advocates of juftice, almoft equal 
in number to the clients. 


Politicians have attributed the neceflity of multiplying laws 
to the extenfion of commerce, and the refinements in luxury, 
arts, and fciences ; they ought to include the growing depra- 
vity of. human nature, and increafe of vice. Almoft every na- 
tion in Europe is opprefled with thofe very ordonnances which 
were defigned for their relief. His Pruffian majefty, fenfible of 
the difficulties with which his fubjetis ftruggled to fecure their 
property, and obtain legal redrefs of injuries, took the noble 
refolution of reforming the abutes flowing from the bulk of the 
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law, which opened all the fluices of chicane, fraud, and ime 
pofture. He found that the ambiguity and perplexity of the law 
gave encouragement to fcandalous practitioners, who, without. 
genius, erudition, or probity, obtruded themfelves into the bu-. 
finefs of advocates,in which profeffion they fupported themfelves, 
by fophiftry and deceit, and raifed immenfe fortunes upon the 
ignorance of an opprefled people. Their, arts contributed 
greatly to the expence and delay of litigation ; and therefore. 
the king began the propofed reformation, with crufhing this 
race of vermin, that exifted only upon the fores and corruption 
of fociety. 


Prefixed to the code before us, the ingenious M. Formay, 
perpetual fecretary to the royal academy at Ber lin, exhibits a fum- 
mary view of the king’s idea of a reformation in judicial pro- 
ceedings; thecaufes which gave birth to this great defign ; the 
final intention of the royal legiflator ; the ancient ftyle and pe- 
culiar method of procedure in the different provinces of the 
kiag’s dominions ; the experiments made in Pomerania, of re- 
ducing all to one uniform courfe of proceeding ; the fhart 
{pace of time to which all law-proceffes are limited, (viz. one 
year at the utmoft}; the method of appeal from an inferior 
to a fuperior tiibunal, and in the laft inftance to the king and 
cquncil ; the regulations made in the form and proceedings of 
the feveral tribunals ; the times of appeagance prefcribed by 

the code ; the prohibition againft lodging appzals, except when 
new evidence appears, or the appellant can demonftrate that 
fomething efcaped the notice of the court, which occafioned 
an erroneous decifion ; the neceflary and approved qualifica- 
tiens of judges and advocates; the fun@ions of the feverad 
members of judicial courts ; and the reafons upon which the 
king abrogated the ufual cuftom of fending acts of prepared 
proceffes for the decifion of the univerfities, ‘This review is 
curious, as it makes the reader acquainted with the fate of 
judicial proceedings, and the enormous abufes which had crept 
into the practice of the law, previous to the eltablifhment of 
the code ; but we could with that the ingenious profeflor had 
entered upon a critique of the new fyftem, and at leatt traced 
the great outlines of the work, and the method purfued by thofe 
able lawyers, who were employed in digefting and executing 
the king’s intention of compiling a new body of laws. We 
fhall endeavour to fupply, in fome meafure, this deficiency, 
and make our readers tolerably acquainted with the fpirit of 
the performance under confideration. 


The Roman law was introduced into Germany about ‘the 
thirteenth century. Before this xra every ftate was provided 
with its own peculiar laws, which were extremely concie, af- 
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fording only direétions in a few cafes, without fyftem or general 
principles, Hence all the cafes, to which the exprefs law had no 
reference, were arbitrarily decided. ‘This inconvenience paved 
the way for the introduction of the Roman law, then univez- 
fally taught in Italy, where the emperors poflefled vaft domi- 
nions; by which means, inftead of one uncertain law, or rule of 
decifion, Germany had two las equally uncertain. It is al- 
lowed that the digefts and pandeéts of the emperor Juftinian af- 
ford nofyftem of laws, founded on general principles, but con- 
fift only of extraéts, fometimes mutilated, from the Gregorian, 
Hermogenian, and Theodofian codes. It was therefore necef- 
fary that a judge muft have retained all the extracts in bis me- 
mory, and beable to recolleét them on every occafion, fo as to 
apply them to.the cafe before him, and thence give a well- 
founded legal decifion. But the want of arrangement and 
order in the Roman Jaws rendered this impoffible ; the incon- 
veniences were manifeft ; it became therefore a law in fome of 
the northern countries, that rhe Roman law fhould not be ufed 
under pain of death—as if it had been calculated only to mif- 
dead and deceive. 


In the reign of the emperor Frederic III. it was in a manner 
banithed Germany, bya refolution of the diet, merely on ac- 
count of its furnifhing the advocates with an opportunity of 
conftruing the laws at their pleafure, delaying their verdi@s, 
and fleecing their clients. When the chamber of juftice was 
erected by the fucceeding emperor Maximilian, the Roman laws 
were again reftored, and then began the praétice of explaining 
them by comments, in direé contradiction to, the intention of 
Juftinian, whence, in a little time, decifions were formed, not 
upon the law, but upon the interpretations and reports of mo- 
dern civilians. The abufe proceeded to fuch a length, that the 
opinion of one doétor was cited againft another ; the majority 
ef citations was to fix the decifion, but the opinion of a fingle 
commentator was fufficient to fave cofts to the non-faited party. 
Several attempts have been made by the emperors and diet to 
introduce a thorough reformation in judicial proceedings ; and 
certain ftates of the Germanic body have caufed bodies of law 
to be drawn up that reform divers abufes. 'Thofe of Saxony, 
Pruffia, Lunenburgh, and Magdeburgh, are praife-worthy ; 
but as they are not founded on general principles, they cannot 
be termed a fyitem of univerfal law. Jmdeed, the idea feems 
to have firft occurred to the king of Pruffia, whole views pene- 
trate to the very bottom of every fubje&t, whofe talents are 
uncommonly extenfive, and whofe genius is fo univerfal, that 
pofterity will admire him equally in the ight of a warrior, po- 


litician, {cholar, and legiflator. 3 
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The plan on which the Frederician Code is founded, indy bé 
deemed extremely fcientific. A few original principles are laid 
down as the feeds ont of which the fyftem vegetates. A kind of 
analytical reafoning is applied to afcertain the truth of princié 
ples ; and, on the contrary, the conclufions are traced by the 
method of fynthefis, agreeable to the rule given by the great lord 
Verulam, in all fcientific inveftigations. It may be obferved, 
that the Inflitutions of the Emperor Juftinian are the model of 
the Frederician Code: the arrangement, ftile, divifion, and 
compofition, are as clofely followed as the greatly fuperior lati- 
tude of the Code will admit; but the three great objeéts of 
juifprudence, and the general principles, are much more fciens 
tifically difpofed and expreffed in the latter, The fame method 
followed in geometry and natural philofophy, is here purfued 
with greater rigour; conclufions are traced to principles, effeéts 
to caufes, and, wice ver/a, principles to conclufions, and generals 
to particulars; the Jaft in the application of the principles, the 
firft in examining the principles themfelves. Something in this 
way was propofed by an ingenious young gentleman of our 
own country, a few years fince; but the logical manner and 
expreffion which be ufed, rendered dry and crabbed, a fubjeé 
otherwife flowing, eafy, curious, interefting, and familiar in the 
method it is here treated. The effec which this fymmetry of 
parts produces on the mind is very extrcordinary. We are in- 
fenfibly and deeply engaged in the fubje&t by its fimplicity, and 
the facility with which conclufions arife from the principles, 
The dependence and harmony of the parts ftrike forcibly ; and 
the reader is charmed to find, that all the myfteries of a pro- 
found fcience, which was fuppofed to require the application of 
& whole life, are thoroughly comprehended at a fingle peru- 
fal. The fubfequent extraé& will convey an idea of the. princi- 
ples, the plan, and the reafoning of the Frederician Code. 


His Pruffian majefty iffued orders ‘ 1.) To compile one general 
law for the’ country, comprehending all the laws of civil fociety, 
fetting on every fubje&t the general principles firft, in order to 
deduce the confequences neceffarily flowing from them ; and 
thus to ferm an univerfal fyftem, applicable to all the ftates who 
take reafon for the rule and foundation of their laws. 


* For this purpofe, 

2.) The rational and natural fyftem of the ancient lawyers 
was laid down for a foundation, which the emperor Juftinian 
alfo followed in his Inftitutes ; and all the rights and privileges 
which thofe who live in a civil fociety can claim, have been de- 
duced, whether thofe rights arife from the condition of’ the 
perfons, their right in the things, or from perfonal obligation. 
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t It is certain, that to. judge of the matter by the fole light 
of reafon, there is no law which may not be comprehended 
under one of thefe three objects ; and, by the examination of 
the fyftem itfelf, any perfon will be convinced that there is no 
difference which may not be decided by confequences flowing | 
from that fource. 

‘ 3.) In treating each of thofe obje&ts of law, certain prin- 
ciples have been eftablifhed, which reafon draws from them. 
The fubjeéts have been arranged under proper rubrics, and in 
the moft natural order, referring every thing to its own place, 
fo that the whole fyftem is connected like the links of 4 chain. 





‘ 4.) The general principles ave drawn from the body of the 
Roman law, becaufe thofe laws are inconteftably founded, ‘for 
moft part, on the law of rature. 


« 5.) As there are in the body of the Roman law feveral 
things relative only to the ancient government of Italy, and of 
Greece, the king has ordered them to be omitted, and laws 
only which may be fuitable to the conflitution of the provinces 
of Germany, to be inferted in the new code. 


‘ 6.) From this code have allo been expunged the many fub- 
tilties and fictions which often occur in the Roman Jaw. 


<7.) The titles regulating the proceedings, and which, in the 
body of the Roman law, are often intermixed with the law- 
fabjects, and interrupt their conneCtion, have been referred to 
the Frederician Code. 

¢ 8.) This new body of Jaw has been compofed in the Ger- 
man language, that all thofe who have fuits may confult it, 
and judge themfelves whether they be well founded in their pro 
fecutions or not. 


‘9.) And that private perfons, and efpecially profeffors, may 
have no opportunity to corrupt its laws, by interpretatioris 
given on their own authority, the king has prohibited, under 
fevere penalties, commentaries to be made either on the whole 
law of the country, or on any part of it. For the fame rea- 
fon he has prohibited the profeffors who inftru& youth, to point 
,out to them, contrary to the expreffions of the law, not even 
when they take for its foundation its {pirit and intention, am- 
plifications, limitations, or exceptions. For the advocates and 
judges fhall alone have authority to ufe the purity of the reafons 
of alaw, the former to cite it in their written pleadings, and 
the latter to found their decifions upon it. 


‘ Wherefore the profeffors are to confine themfelves to fimply 
teaching the fvftem to young people, and inculcating into them 


the general principles on every fubjett, &c. ‘The king has 
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alfo prohibited to cite for the future, in civil caufes, the authos 
rity of the doétors, every one being, in the defence of. his 
rights, to found only upon the new body of law : provided 
always, that, in regard to the particular cuftoms of places, they 
may be cited in proof: as if the queftion were, for example, 
what is obferved with relation to the fervices of tenants, in the 
law called in Germany, Gerade, &c.’ 


It will ftill convey a clearer notion of the utility, elegance, 
and precifion of the Frederician Code, that we fubjoin the 
fummary prefixed to the three firft books. 


‘ Book I. Seé&. 1. 


* The fecond title of the firft book treats in general of juri/- 
prudence, of judicatures, and of the laws which hall hereafter 
be follow ed in the tribunals of our dominions... (Me juri/pru- 
dentia, juftitia, et legibus. y 

‘ Se&t. 2. In the third title are fhown the three objects of ju- 
dicial proceedings and of the laws, which include all the rights 
and privileges which our fubjeés 2 e to enjoy. 


« Sect. 3. The firft obje& of law, by which men acquire any 
privileges, is the condition of men or of perfons, which is a 
condition or quality of the perfon, to which certain rights are 
annexed. ‘This condition is of three forts, namely, 1. That of 
liberty ; 2. That of a family; and, 3. That of a citizen. See 
title IV. 

* Se&t. 4. The condition of liberty is treated in the fifth ti- 
tle. There are fhown the rights and privileges which our fub- 
jects acquire by that condition, according to the prefent confti- 
tution of the countries under our government. 


‘ Se&. 5. The fecond condition is that of a citizen. -Thofe 
who live in a civil fociety really enjoy certain rights or privi- 
leges, treated of in title VI. 


« Seé&t. 6. What concerns the condition of a family is laid 
down in the feventh and following titles ; and there is fhown, 


‘1, What the condition of a family is, and of what perfons a 
family is compofed. Title VII. 

‘2, What right the hufband acquires in regard to his wife, 
and what are the rights of the wife in regard to her hufband. 
Title VIII. 

‘3, What are the rights and privileges of the father in ref- 
pect to his children. ‘Title IX. There the origin of paternal 
power is treated ; and the means by which it is acquired, are 
explained. ‘Ihefe means are, 1. Lawful merriage ; z. Legiti- 
mation; and, 3. Adoption, Arrogatio et adoptio. 


‘4. The 
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© 4. The privileges and effects of paternal power with regard 
to the children, and the means which deliver them from it, are 
afterwards treated. | 

‘5. Anaccount is given of the rights and privileges which 
children enjoy with refpe& to. their parents ; and on this occa- 
fion the fubjeét of the children’s pecultum, or peculiar ftock, is 
treated. Art. I. 

‘6. The rights and privileges which a mother ought to en- 
joy in regard to her children are laid down, and thofe which 
are reciprocally due to the children with regard to their mo- 
ther. 

‘7. Ia fine, this book is ended, by treating further of the 
rights and privileges refulting from the ftate of a family in -fa- 
vour of the other relations among themfelves. ~ 


* Book IT. Seé. 1. 


In the firft book is principally comprehended under the con- 
dition of perfons, that of a family; and among the rights de- 
rived from that condition, the paternal power has been related; 
and it is previoufly obferved, that it is acquired by lawful mar- 
riage. That fubjeé is to be difcuffed in the fecond book. 


« Seé&t. 2. As marriage is ufually preceded by promifes of 
marriage or betrothing, the fecond title will previoufly treat of 


promifes of marriage or betrothings. 

« Se&t. 3. And in the third title, of marriage itfelf, will be 
fhewn, 

‘a) How marriage is diffolved or annulled. Art. I. 

¢b) When feparation from bed and board may take place. 


Art. If. 
-£¢) And how far concubinage tsallowable. Art. IIL. 


‘Se&.4. As perfons rarely marry without agreeing before- 
hand on fome marriage-articles, title 1V. treatsin general 


‘ Of agreements concerning the portion (de padis dotalibus) g 


and in particular 

‘a) Of the portion anditsrights. There is fhewn, by whom 
and how the portion is to be repeated, and what expences thé 
hufband may deduce from it. Art. I. 7 

‘b) Of the paraphernalia, and of the goods properly the 
wife’s, called receptitia. Art. HI. and LIT. 

‘c) Of the marriage-donation. Art. IV. 

‘d) Ofthe jointure. Art. V. 

«e) Of the prefent made to the wife the day after the mar- 
riage, which is called in German Morgengabe. Art. V1. 

« f) Of the fucceffion of the hufband and wife, fo far as it is 


regulated by the contract of marriage. Art. VII. 
‘ g) Of 











‘ g) Of the portion called Statutaria. Art, VIII. 


«Sect. 5. It happens alfo pretty frequently, that a fathes, 
during his marriage, or after it has been diffolved, or the agnates 
or relations by the father’s fide, after his death, will not.ac- 
knowledge the children as lawful, nor furnifh them the main- 
tenance they need; which gives occafion to treat, in the fifth 
title, of acknowledging children, (de agnofcendis liberis. ) 

* Andin the fixth title, of the obligation of parents to main- 


tain their own children, (ae alendis liberis.) 
* There is fhewn at the fame time, in what cafes one is 


obliged, according to the laws, to give maintenance to others 
befides their own children. 

« Se&t. 6. And as wives, after the death of their hufbands, or 
after being feparated from them, often pretend to be with child, 
and others, out of hatred to their hufbands, deny their being 
fo ; the laws grant, in title VII. to thofe having intereft, the li- 
berty of taking the neceflary precautions to make an inquiry 
into fufpected big-bellies. De infpiciendo ventre et cuftodiendo par- 
tu ; item, Si mulier, ventris nomine, in poffeffionem calumnia caufa 
miffa dicatur. 

‘Book III. Seét. 1. 2. 3. 


© The firft book treats of the condition of perfons, and of 
the rights thence arifing; and on this occafion it has been re- 
marked in general, that both the ftate of a family and that of 
a citizen demand, that the family and community proteét all 
thofe who conftitute a part of them: this is the origin of 
tutelages or guardianfhips, which are treated in this third 
book, namely, 

« Se&t. 4. In title II. of guardianfhips in general. 

* Se&t. 5. In title HI. of the guardianfhip conferred by the 
father’s teitament, or will. 

“ Seét. 6. In title IV. of the guardianfhip of the neareft re. 
Jations, or neareft of kin. 

« Seét. 7. In the fifth title, of the guardianfhip conferred by 
the magiftrate ; in which is fhewn, who is to folicit the office of 
guardian. 

‘ Seét. 8. In title VI. of the adminiftration of the guardian- 
fhip, and of the pupil’s effeé&ts ; where is mentioned, what 3 
guardian is to obferve before he atts as guardian, and which 
confifts a) in getting himfelf confirmed iu a court of juftice, b) 
in giving his oath, c) in giving furety, and, d)- in making an 
inventory of the pupil’s effects. 


¢ There alfo is regulated, 


1. How 
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t. How the guardian is to take care of the edutation of his 


pupil. Art. 1. 
«2, What he is to obferve in the adminiftration of his effeéts, 


tm Il. 
. And how the accounts of his adminiitratidn are to be 


ieeidesa and rendered. Art. III. 

* Se&t. 9. In the feventh title, the authority and power of 
guardians in the affairs of their pupils is treated. 

* Se&. 10. In title VIL. is fhown what action a pupil ac- 
quires againft a third party, by the deed of his guardian; and 
what adtion the third party obtains againft a pupil by the deed 
of his guardian. 

«Se&t. 11, Title IX. treats of the a€tions which the pupil has 
againft the guardian, and the guardian againit him. 

‘ Art. I. fpeaks of the action of guardianfbip dire&, which the 
pupil has againft his guardian, to caufe him to give an account 
of his adminiftration, 

In art. II. is defcribed the action of gaardianfhip contrary, 


which the guardian has again{ft the pupil, to obtain the reim- 
burfement of advances made, and the payment of damage fut- 


tained by him. 


‘In art. IfI. is declared, that the fame aétions have place be- 
tween the pupil and a perfon, who, without having been named 
uardian, has, neverthelefs, ated as fuch, and has dona fide-ad- 


miniftered the pupil’s affairs. 

In art. IV. the engagements of the guardian are treated, 
who falfely and fraudulently paffed himfelf for a guardian. 

‘ Art. V. treats of the heirs of guardians ; and there is de- 
clared how far the heirs may be profecuted with regard to the 
deed of the guardians. 

‘Art. VI. treats of fureties' who have become beund for 
puardians, and of their engagements. 

‘In art. VII. is fhewn when the magiftrate may be profe- 
euted fubfidiarily. 


‘ Se&t. 12. In title X. are repeated the means by which the 
guardianfhip comes to a period; and, 

« Se&t. 13. Among thefe means are the lawful excufes men- 
tioned in title XI. 

‘ Se&. 14. In title XII. is declared, when the guardian may 
be fet afide as fufpe&ted; and finally, 


*Se&. 15. Title XIII, treats of the curators given to minors 
and 
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and other perfons, who are not themfelves in a condition to’mas 
nage their own affairs.’ 


It would be impoffible to enumerate the infinity of particy- 
lars contained under thefe feveral divifions ;, fufficient it is, that 
all is clear, methodical, confiftent, fatisfactory, and {cientific, 
though, in fome refpects, the Frederician Code 1s better calcu- 
lated for a defpotic than a limited monarchy. We could with 
pleafure dwell upon the fubject, but the article has inadvertently 
fwelled beyond our expectations ; perhaps we may find fome 
opportunity of examining more critically,a work that merits the 
moft ferious confideration ; and pointing out how far we think 
the Pruffian plan might be adopted in England, and the im- . 
menfity of our fcattered, independent, and. perplexing laws, 
reduced to a fmaller compafs, and a kind of fyftem. 





Art. I]. A Second Effay on the Medicinal Virtues of Hemlock. In 
which its Efficacy in the Cure of many defperate Diforders is fully 
confirmed by a Variety of remarkable Cafes, where this Remedy bas 
been admiajfered by feveral eminent Phyficians and Surgeons in dif- 
ferent Parts of Germany and Flanders, as well as by the Au- 
thor, Dr. Antony Storck, Aulic Councellor and one of the prin- 
cipal Piyficians to ber Moft Sacred Majefty the Emprefs Queen, ‘and 
Phyfician to the Pazmarian City-Ho/pital at Vienna. Together 
with Corollaries and Cautions. Tranflated from the Original 
Latin, bya Phyfician. 8vo. Pr. 2s. Becket. 


N a former Number * we gave fome account of Dr. Storck’s 

medicinal experiments on hemlock, at which time we en- 
tertained no fufpicion of the learned writer’s candor, efpecially 
as his cafes were authenticated by the teftimony of the cele: 
brated baron Van Swieten, whofe extraordinary abilities and 
charafter refle& hdnour on the profeffion. Our readers have 
fince perufed our remarks, on a treatife, publifhed by Dr. An- 
dree t+, one of the phyficians to the London hofpital, calcu- 
Jated to deftroy the reputation of the cicuta, invalidate the 
cleareft evidence exhibited by the ingenious German, and, in- 
deed, to raife fcruples refpe€ting the integrity of that gentle- 
man, only becaufe he omitted to fpecify the names and places 
of abode of his patients. ‘The preparations of hemlock did 
not fucceed in the hands of Dr. Andree; Dr. Storck hath con- 
cealed the names of his patients; therefore, Dr. Storck a(cribes 
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virtues to this plant which he never experienced: a method of 
reafoning which we could with to fee more deeply tinétured with 
logic, and with liberality. Would not the following fyllogifm 
be, in all refpeéts, as conclufive againit Dr. Andree’s veracity? 
The doétor alledges, that he made experiments on the hemlock 
in the London hofpital, without difcovering any medicinal vir- 
tues; the hofpital was, at this time, frequented by other phy- 
ficians, his colleagues ; but the doétor has omitted to corrobo- 
rate his affertions by their teftimony ; therefore it is doubtful 
whether the doctor made any experiments in the hofpital. - By 
inferting another term, we could make the fyllogifm more con-~ 
clufive ; but delicacy forbids that we fhould hefitate giving our 
affent to what a gentleman of a liberal profeffion afferts, unlefs 
it be contradictory to reafon. and univerfalexperience. We had 
rather queition, whether the doctor hath not been miftaken in his 
choice of the plant, im his manner of preparing it, or adminifter- 
ing it, or in the felection of fubje&s for his experiments; for furely, 
the imputation of a miftake is preferable to that of a falfehood. 
The trials, therefore, made by Dr. Andree, are infufficient, we 
apprehend, to weigh againft the teftimony of the baron Van Swie- 
ten, and Dr. Storck, efpecially as the opinions of thefe gentle- 
men are farther corroborated hy thirty-feven fair cafes, now com- 
municated by Dr. Storck; one cafe, by Dr. Armis, phyfician, in 
Trent ; three cafes, by Dr. Baader, profeflor of phyfic, at Fri- 
burgh; one cafe, by Dr. Martin Vander Belen, firft profeffor 
of phyfic in the univerfity of Louvain; one cafe, and an attef- 
tation, that he has cured inveterate fchirruffes in different parts 
of the body, by Dr. Kolman, phyfician tothe imperial army; a 
variety of, cafes, attefted by Dr. Crampagna, counfellor and 
firft phyfician to prince Charles of Lorrain; one of thefe cafes 
confirmed by Dr. Mandeliar, likewife counfellor and phyfician 
to the fame prince ; one cafe, by Mr. Cambon, counfellor and 
fiirgeon to the above prince ; two cafes, by Dr. Kaifin, phyff- 
cian in Liege, one of which was a fiftula in ano; a-cancerous 
cafe by Dr. Gleifner, a celebrated Greek phyfician ; a cafe by 
Mr. Koller, an eminent furgeon in Bohemia, which we fhall 
quote as extremely curious. 


<< A woman of fix and thirty perceived, about a year ago, a 
lump on her lower lip, about the bignefs of a lentile. 

«« This lump gradually encreafed ; and when it came to the 
fize of a filberd, the menfes ceafed, the fkin about the fwelling 
broke, and a fharp humor was continually difcharged from it. 

‘«< Various external remedies were applied ; but things, not- 
withitanding, grew worfe and worfe every day. 

‘‘ This patient was brought to me in the month of Novem- 
ber, 1760; 1 found the ulcer cancerous and filthy; the orbi- 
cular 
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cular mufcle of the lower lip, even to the middle of the fquare 
mufcle of the chin, was eaten away by the cancerous exulce- 
ration. 

«« Each corner of the mouth, and efpecially the right, was 
exeded pretty deeply, to the breadth of one inch. 

‘* It was really difagreeable and naufeous to behold this ter- 
rible ulcer; its lips were callous and retorted. 

«| now thought ferioufly of the amputation ; but every 
thing confidered, I faw, that the wound would in confequence 
“be great, which, from the neceflary motion of the neighbour- 
ing mufcles, could never afterwards be healed ; or, if even 
clofed, a moft difagreeable hollow fhould ftill appear, which it 
would be impoflible ever to repair. 

«< | therefore omitted the operation, and prefcribed the hem- 
lock in the following manner : 

«« From the beginning I adminiftered every day thirty-two 
grains of the extract diluted ina mixture. 

** And tho’ I obferved, that in the firft eight days the pains 
were much abated, I continued, however, the fame quaniity of 
hemlock for a month. 


«* Outwardly I applied fome lint fteeped in the following li- 
quid : 
‘* Take, of the extra& of hemlock, two drams. 
«* Diffolve them in a pound of lime-water of the firft in- 
fufion. 


«¢ J drefled the ulcer in this manner as often as I found the 
lint was penetrated by the fharp ferum which proceeded from 
the cancerous ulcer. 

‘«< In the beginning it was neceffary to drefs the wound feves 
ral times in the fame night. 

‘< This external remedy I applied during the whole treatment ; 
with this difference only, that in the laft month, when I faw 
the flefh had grown, and the ulcer was almoft healed, I decreafed 
the quantity of the extrac diffolved in the lime-water from two 
to one dram. 

‘« Before the conclufion of the firft month, things were al- 
ready in a much better ftate; the difcharge of fpittle, which 
had been hitherto fo copious and fo conftant, was ended; the 
fanious matter was changed to pus of the beft kind; every cal- 
lofity by degrees was foftened and difperfed, and found flefh 
grew up in every part ; the patient flept well; hada good fto- 
mach ; and, what was of the greateft confequence, the monthly 
terms returned to her. 

‘«« I then diminithed the dofe of the hemlock-extra& ; and, 
in the room of thirty-two grains a-day, 1 now contented ee 
wit 
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with giving four and twenty ; and this quantity I continued 
alfo for a month. 

«‘ Tadminiftered but twelve grains daily of the extra& during 
the third and laft month of the treatment of this patient, as 
things were then in the moft pleafing fituation ; and this proved 
fufficient to produce a perfect cure. 

«« In the courfe of the treatment, I ordered this patient to be 
purged five times, with the following ingredients : 

“ Take, of jalap-root, half a dram, 
of cream of tar, ten grains. 
«¢ Mix and make a powder for one dofe. 

«« She was always worked five or fix times by the means of 
this purgative. 

«‘ The woman was'extremely poor; fo that it is eafy to con- 
jeGture the diet fhe obferved, which, indeed, confifted in what- 
ever the pity of others inclined them to beftow upon her. 


*¢ As, on account of the vehement and continual pains, the. 


great lofs of fpittle, before the ufe of the hemlock, thewas be- 
come entirely cacheétic and emaciated ; on the contrary, after 
being cured, fhe was fat, firm, lufty, ftrong. 

** And, what was indeed wonderful, all the parts, which had 
been eaten and confumed by the cancerous ulcer, were totally 
renewed. : 

‘«‘ The cicatrices near each angle of the mouth were fo neat 
and.natural, that they could hardly be obferved. 

‘«‘ The lower lip recovered a proper height, and joined itfelf 
to the upper with the utmoft eafe ; but it was fomewhat nar- 
rower than in the natural state.” 


Another café, which immediately fuccéeds this, communi- 
cated by Dr. Kaim, furgeon, is {till more extraordinary ; and 
to thefe are added a variety of cafes, tranfmitted to our au- 
thor by Dr. Hafenoul, Dr. Quarin, Avenbrugger, Dr. Col- 
lin, and feveral phyficians and furgeons of great reputation in 
Vienna, and other places; but the following letter to Dr. Storck, 
we think merits particular regard. Dr. Vander Belen writes to 
kim, 


‘I can now relate what is of greater confequence than all 
the reft: I have feen excellent effe&ts from this remedy in feve- 
ral gouty cafes. 

* Outwardly I have applied the hemlock boiled in milk ; 
and inwardly I have given fufficient dofes of the extraét, diluted 
in fome mixtdre. 

. «* By the means of this plant I have cured many perfons in- 
fected with the.itch; but the cure was always very flow. Iob- 
feryed the fame in rheumatic complaints. 

2 , ** With 
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“« With regard to a beginning cataract in both eyes, I have 
adminiftered this remedy to a country woman thus affected, 
whom I perfedtly cured. 

‘* But this was the greateft point : I encreafed the dofe of hem- 
lock even to, fix drams of the extract every twenty-fou ours, 
upon this condition, however, only, that the patient u,0uld 
drink after it confiderable quantities of an infufion of the tops 
of eye-bright, with the feeds of fweet fennel and liquorice. 

«« This woman, from the twenty-fecond of April, to the 
third of November, 1760, took of the extract of hemlock, the 
quantity of fixty-eight ounces. 

‘¢ In confumptions, 1 have often feen the furprifing efficacy 
of the hemlock ; and have reftored perfons by its means, who 
had been entirely defpaired of. 

‘« In the worft cacheétics, in whofe ftomachs too great quan- 
tities of mucous and glary matter was feparated, this extraét, 
joined with ftomachic elixirs, has been often of great benefit : 
where other medicines, tho’ continued for a long time, were 
not productive of the lealt good effect.” 


What now fhall we fay to Dr. Andree’s crude affeverations in 
oppofition to fuch a cloudof witneffes, all eminent in their pro-. 
feifions, and probably as candid as the /enior phyfician of the 
London hofpital ? Shall we reject their evidence becaufe they 
are foreigners ? Shall we fay they have combined to poifon 
mankind, only to fupport the charaéter of Dr. Storck ? Shall 
we affirm, that Dr. Andree alone has adminifteréd the true ci- 
cuta in the proper manner ? Shall it be alledged, that our 
learned phyfician of the London hofpital is infallible, both in 
point of ability and iptegrity ? Rather let farther efforts be 
made for the relief of the afflifted, and Dr. Andree’s perform- 
ance be regarded as premature, though well intended, until re- 
peated trials, under the infpection of divers eminent phyficians, 
fhall have more fully elucidated the queftion in debate. 


We fhall now prefent the reader with a fhort view of the 
cafés relatedin Dr. Storck’s ptefent publication. The firft isa 
fchirrous fwelling of the parotid glands ; the fecond, a large 
indurated tumor of the left breatt, whith broke and difcharged 
an ichorous foetid matter ; the third, a foul cancerous ulcer on 
the left fide, towards the hip; the fourth, a foul ulcer in the 
leg; the fifth, a foul.inveteraté ulcer in the right fide of the 
lower belly 5 the fexth, an indurated tumor of the left breaft, 
which fhifted to the right, attended with a habit, apparently to 
us, leucophlegmatic ; the feventh, a cancer in the left breaft. 


Under this head is related an unfortunate cafe of an empy- 
ema ju the left cavity of the therax. Cafe the eighth, is a foul ul- 
° car 
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cer under the roof of the tongue ; the ninth is an extraordinary 
cafe of a flying gouty pain, which at laft fixed in the right fhoul- 
der, and coxendix bone of the fame fide, and, in the progrefs 
of the:cure difcharged itfelf in puftules all over the body ; the 
tenth, a /pina vento/a, (or erotion of the bone) in the heel of 
the right foot, and elbow of the right arm ; the eleverith, foul 
ulcers in both heels, .and between the fhoulders ; the twelfth, a 
foul cuticular diforder, differing but little from a leprofy ; the 
thirteenth, a cancerous ulcer in the neck of the uterus; the 
fourteenth, a cafe nearly fimilar to the former; the fifteenth, 
a putrid ulcer in the parts of female generation ; the fixteenth; 
tumors of both breafts; the feventeenth, a large hard tumor 
in the left. cavity of the thorax, and foul dez/s of a bluith caft; 
deeply feated between the fin and the membrana adipofa ; the 
eighteenth, a hard immoveable tumor in theleft hypochondrium ; 
the nineteeth, a hard fwelling of the glands of the neck to a 
prodigious fize ; the twentieth, a hard tumor of the breaft, df 
a livid colour; the :wenty-firft, a cancer of the left parotid ; the 
twenty-fecond, a fchirrus of the left ovary; the twenty-third, 
a child of a ricketty habit ; the twenty-fourth, a fimilar cafe; the 
twenty-fifth, a cachedtic cafe, attended with pain, heat, and ten- 
fion in the upper region of the belly ; twenty-fixth, a lympha- 
tic {welling of the knee ; the twenty-feventh, a cataraé in the 
left eye; the twenty-eighth, a gutta ferena; the twenty-ninth, 
a gouty cafe; the thirtieth, a fimilar cafe; the thirty-firft, an 
arthritic cafe; the thirty-fecond, an incipient cancer in the 
breaft ; the thirty-third, a ferous yellow fwelling over the whole 
body, efpecially at the joints; the thirty-fourth, a fchirrous fwell. 
ing in the fcrotum ; the thirty-fifth, venereal ulcers, and a caries 
of the sidia ; the thirty-fixth, a fcald head ; the thirty-feventh, 
a bad cutaneous diforder. 


To thefe cafes we thall join the fubfequetit quotatioi, which. 
will exhibit 4 view of the effects of the cicuta in a great variety 
of difeafes, 


‘ Were I to relate more cafes (fays the do&tor) I might, per 
haps, feem prolix and tirefome to my readers. 

‘ By the hemlock alone I have cured a vaft number of ftro« 
phulous and ftrumous complaints. 

‘I have feen women finely fhaped, with faces handfomet 
than the moft agreeable piétures, who have had the thyroid 
gland large and indurated ; a blemifh which; in the eyes of 
moft men, eclipfes the fplendor of the higheft beauty. 

‘To moft of thefe the hemlock was of great fervice; if the 
fwelling proceeded from an obftru€tion or fiuffing of the 


gland: 
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‘I forbear mentioning {chirs of a flighterikind, in the breafts, 
arm-pits, groin, neck of the womb, and womb itfelf, gars 
have been difcuffed by the hemlock ‘alone. 

‘ Obftru€tions and hardneffes in the. hypochondria, :and: va- 
rious kinds of fwellings in the region of the lower belly, { 
fcarce ever failed of difperfing by means of this remedy. 

«A woman, upwards of fixty, had, for fixteen years, above 
twenty very hard fwellings, each of which was as ‘big as a 
goofe’s egg, in different parts of the abdomen. 

‘ Various medicines which fhe tried yielded no relief ; and 
the ailment encreafed to fuch a degree, that fhe could not 
make water, and was obliged often to have recourfe to a ca- 
theter. 

‘On ‘taking the ‘hemlock, fhe urined freely ; her appetite 
became better; and her ftrength returned. 

« Some of the fwellings even became fofter, and a confidera- 

le quantity of purulent matter iffued from the womb. 

‘If the patient abftained a few days from ufing the hemlock, 
the belly immediately grew tenfe, the urine was fuppreffed, and 
bad fymptoms came on. 

‘In proportion to the quantity of matter difcharged from 
the womb,. feveral of the fwellings grew foft and finall ; many 
others, however, remained unaltered. 

‘ This woman has received great benefit from the hemlock; 
and, if the continues the ufe of it, may, perhaps, be entirely 
cured. 

‘ Nor am I afraid of a fuppuration bringing on a mortal 
tympany, fince the difloived matter finds a paflage by the womb; 
neither are there figns of the matter being re-abforbed, which 
might occafion a heétic fever. 

‘In inveterate heartburns, I have very often given the hem~ 
Jock with the greateft fuccefs; in a fhort time it took away.the 
‘burning heat, as well as pain, and defire of vomiting. Per- 
fons, before weak and emaciated, recovered their ftrength by 
the ufe of the hemlock, and became lufty. 

‘ Obftinate head-achs and hemicranias of a long ftanding 
gave way to it. 

‘ When I obferved any obftrudtions or ftoppages in the vef- 
fels of the kidneys or the womb, arifing from an acrid tena- 
cious ferum ; on giving the hemlock I almoft always perceived 
that the menfes flowed in greater abundance, the blood afflumed 
a better appearance, the racking pains of the cholic ceafed, as 
well as all uneafy reachings, bilious vomitings, and painful ten- 
fions in the groin, or near the os facrum; nor did head-achs, 
dimnefs of fight, or giddinefs, afterwards return. 

‘ | attended two women, who, about the time of the men- 
firual difcharge, were- afflicted with the moft dreadful fymp- 
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toms; they had beén married feveral — but never had been 
with child. 

‘On taking the hemlock, they not only were entirely res: 
lieved from. thefe complaints, but became much heartier, and 


both foon after became with child. 
‘ What can the amiable fair fex expect farther from the hem- 


look ? 

‘ [have often cured a feroplitflows confumption with hem- 
lock and milk ; I have liad the fame fuccefs with the iemlock 
in obftinate, inveterate, ulcerated, fore throats; whether erup- 
tive, fcorbutic, ferous, or by whatever actid deflu@tion they’ 
were occafioned. 

‘In many defperate difeafes, where IT faw the moft efficas’ 
cious medicines exhibited for a long fimie to no purpofe, I have! 
made conftantly trial of the hemlock, and by this means have 


often effected a cure. 

‘ Adropfy, owing to a hardtefs of fotne of the abdominal 
vifcera, has often yielded to the hemlock alone} often it re- 
quired the affiftance of other remedies; and often thie evif’ 
proved altogether incurable. 

‘ Ancient gouts, inveterate rheumatifms, the fpina ventofa;. 
pox, deafnefs, the ceepeft melancholy (from a phyfical caufe) 
the fcab, fcald head, bad ringworm, foul ulcers, and the moft’ 
obftinate finous and fiftulous fores; I have for the molt part 
fubdued, and happily cured; by the fole affiftance of the hem-’ 
lock. 

‘I met, however, with fome cafes, in which the hemlock did! 
no fervice, though it was exhibited for along time, and in a’ 
large dofe. 

‘A young girl, twenty years of age, fora fwelling in Ker’ 
left cheek, which was clofely united to the lowér jaw, ‘and big- 
ger than a man’s fift, took daily, for above half a year, a confi- 
derable dofe of the extra& of hemlock ; ftom which receivihg 
no benefit, fhe grew tired, and left it off. 

‘Another young woman, aged twenty-five, had; fot many 
years, a large dark-coloured {welling in the right fide of her heck: 

‘I made trial of the hemlock ; but a fever was immediately 
produced, and fhe became weak. 

‘ Other medicines, however, prefcribed for this fwellifig, be- 
fides external applications, afforded no relief. 

‘ Wherefore Mr. Collin and I agreed to make another trial 
of the hemlock in this cafe, under a different form, in a very 
fmail dofe, and joined with other medicines ; but the formér 
fymptoms immediately returned; and the patient, from the 
ufe of the hemlock, even in fo fmalt a quantity, grew weak; and 
was extremely uneafy. 


* Hence it was judged proper to leave the ailment to itfelf. 
Ca ‘A 
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‘ A woman, forty-two years of age, felt a very painful {chir 
in her right breaft for fix months paft, which was the time the 
menftrual difcharge had left her. 

‘A furgeon advifed her to apply an external fomentation of 
wine-lees,- boiled in wine. 

‘ In two days the fehir was much larger, harder, and the fkin 
grew livid. 

_ Afterwards the fcarf-skin burit, and a tharp fetid ferum was 
difcharged. 

‘ For fevera) weeks, different furgeons and phyficians tried a 
variety of medicines. 

« But the difeafe gained ground ; the patient complained of 
a dry cough, of a heat in the breaft ; began to {weat in the 
night, and to become emaciated. 

‘Being at length confulted, I recommended the hemlock, 
with a deco&tion of common barley, and plenty of milk. 

‘ From thence her ftrength was augmented ; the night fweats 
ceafed ; her appetite returned; the breafts changed to-a bright- 
ex red; and the hardnefs decreafed. 

‘ For almoft two months, there was the greateft hope of make 
ing a’cure of this: woman. 

‘ Then, I-know -not from what accident, fhe was fuddenly 
feized with a'cough, ‘fo violent that the fpit blood. 

‘ Hence} was obliged to difcontinue the ufe of the hemlock, 
and the patient at laft died of a confumption. 

‘ Another woman, afflicted with a running cancer in her 
right breaft, was better on taking the hemlock ; and the exul- 
cerated hardnefs was reduced at leaft two-thirds. 

‘ But, in the meantime, the was feized with a tertian ague, 
which weakened her extremely. 

‘ Upon this I difcontinued the hemlock, and gave her the 
Peruvian bark in confiderable quantities. 

‘ The ague was fubdued ; her ftrength was reftored; and 
from the ufe of the bark every thing feemed to promife well. 

‘ Wherefore [ continued giving her the bark for a fortnight 
longer. 

gt which time fhe was attacked with a) humoral afthma, | 
with which fhe had been affli&ed about three years before. 
She was not able-to expe&orate, and thus died fuffocated. 

‘A mam turned of feventy, was feized with an apoplexy, 
from -whenee” the? sae arm. and foot of the fame fide, became 
paralytic. | 

©“ Heowas troubled at the fame time with a great cough, and 

had in the right fide of his, neck-a: flefhy fwelling, more than 
double-the fize of/a‘man’s itt, . 


« After 
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« After phyficians and furgeons had tried a variety of medi- 
cines for feveral months to no purpofe, ‘the poor man was at 
length abandoned to his fate. 

‘ The patient’s wife then defired me to vifit him. I beheld 
him almoft {pent with old age, and with diftefeper,. fetching 
his breath with difficulty, and fpitting up a little adhefive-glu- 
tinous matter ; the fwelling on the neck. was hard, Jivid inclining 
to purple, and with a continual gnawing pain, 

‘I immediately pronounced the cafe defperate, to his wife, 
and promifed nothing. 1 talked encouragingly, however, to 
the dejected old man, and ordered medicines that might afford 
him fome relief. 

‘ He began to {pit more copioufly, and his refpiration grew. 
eafier; his ftrength was fomewhat augmented; but the fwelling 
continued painful, and its fize encreafed. _Hence the patient 
himfelf earneftly befought me to try the hemlock. 

‘ As I knew it was innocent, even in the moft debilitated old 
men, I gave him two grains night and morning, and continued 
befides the ufe of expectorating medicines.. The effe& of the 
hemlock was wonderful ; the difcharge from. his breaft was co+ 
pious and more concoéted ; and in a few days,.a greater de- 
gree of motion and fenfation was perceived, in the paralytic 
limbs. In the fwelling, the pain was lefflened;, neither was it 
continual, only returning at intervals ; but his firength did not 
encreafe ; and his appetite was gone, 

_¢ I did not augment the dofe of the hemlock. 

‘In about a month’s time the fwelling , feemed fofter ; but in 
other refpeéts he continued much the fame, and took Jittle or 


no nourifhment. | 
¢ Neverthelefs, he was kept alive for four months, at the end 


of which, his ftrength being entirely. exhaufted thro’ want of 
nourifhment, the. poor wretch languihhed for eight days, and 
then died, 2. 

‘ Sometimes I have given. the hemlock in a catara&, and by 
a long courfe of it, ina large dofe, have at length fucceeded, 
Often, however, in this difeafe it produced no effe& at all, 

‘ I made a perfe& cure of four women with cancerous ulcers 
about the womb, by means of. the hemlock... , Many, others it. 
relieved for a time, without effecting an entire cure. 

-* In others, affi€ted with cancers, the hemlock, evidently did 
no fervice ; there were even fome patients who:conld not bear 
it, complaining that from taking it, their, pain became more. 
violent, their weaknefs greater, and the ichorous difcharge more 
fetid, acrid, and copious. 

‘ For inftances like thefe, fhould the hemlock be exploded # 


er thould it never be tried in fimilar cafes ? 
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‘ It was neceflary, candidly, and) ingenuoufly, to mention 
thefe exceptions, left I thould be thought to want to impofe.on 
the learned world, by dwelling only on the praifes of hemleck,? ’ 


After all, its very poffible that this plant, like many. other 
vegetables that anfwer to the fare botanic qualities, may. be. 
endowed with various powers in different foils and climates, 
With refpe& to the traaflation, it is in general pretty juft to 
the original, though frequently affected and inelegant. Since 
the article was fent to prefs we have perufed another tranfla- 
tion, printed for Mr, Nourfe, to which candour obliges us ta 
give the preference. 





-" 


Art. IL. Oxford azd Cambridge Verfes on the King’s Massiage, : 
Fol. Pr. 55+ eath. ' 


HEWN a king or queen sets or is married, or peace is: 

proclaimed, age to God it avere /) it has been cufto-: 
mary, time out of mind, for the poetical volunteers of each unis | 
verfity to form themfeives into a corps, to-perform their feveral ; 
exercifes and evolutions, and fhew their fkill and adtivity in me- 
tre. On thefe occafions all are called upon by their: captain- 
general the wice-chancellor, and preffed into the fervice, high 
and low, rich and poor, one. with another, young and old, {mart 
and ftupid, thofe who have genius, and thofe who have none. 
Kivery one, in fhort, that has a foot to ttand upon (we mean a 
poetical one) is ordered into the field ; 


Scribunt indo&: doGique pocmata pajfim. 


Ve muft not, therefore, be furprifed to find fome amongft 
them who will {carce pa/s mufer, and a few faggots may be ne- . 
ceflary to fill up’ the regiment. The character of Martial’s 
epigrams may indeed, with great propriety, be applied to them: 

Sunt bona, funt quadam mediocria, fuut mala pluror. 


They have at leaft however one charm to recommend them ; 

a charm which will almoft recommend any thing, and that is 
variety. "The rcadey who perutes thefe two pretty bookfulls of : 
compliments, may im agi e himfelf as walking in a beautifyl | 
parterre, adorned with flowers of every kind, from the high- 
flavoured exotic to the humbleft native of the field ; the diffe- 
rent fcents that will arife to. delight his noftrils, and. the diffe- 
rent formation of the leaves that will attract his fight, muff all 
together fill bis mind with a rapture which only florifts and bo- 
sere can tafte. If he likes to have his ears tickled with the 
onosous flow of Hemeric eloquence, cr the high. flying word- 
civ ‘iding, 
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dividing, unintelligible, Pizdaric loftinefs, if he loves the purity 
of Virgil, the terfe elegance of Horace, or the eafy fimplicity of 
Anacreon : if, amongft our own writers, he admires the ftrength 
of Milton, the foftnefs of Waller, the Namby-Pamby of Philips, 
or, in fhort, any other ftile, manner, or metre, here he will 
nicet' with ample fatisfaétion, and moft deleftable improve- 


menf. 


If he rejoices in Phaniciax pothooks,. which are. extremely 
fcarce in this country, the moft learned and,truly oriental Mr. 
Sivinton, of Chrift’s College, will indulge him with a whole 
page of it, and which, if our printer had been favoured with 
any types from Oxford, we'would have giventhim a fpecimen 
of : if he loves to fleep over. Hebrew without points, ‘Mefirs,, 
Kennicott, Wheeler; Difney, and feveral others,.are ready to ad- 
minifter. the foporific draught: if Aradiec. delights his eaftern 
tafte, let him repair to Browme and Chappelow’s learned labours: 
and, laftly, if he has refolution enough to climb up Penmen- 
mawr, and hear the fweet fwans of Cambro-Britannia, we will 
recommend him to the guttural mufes of Mr. Rowland Owen, of 
Jefus, and Mr. Edward Edwards, of All Soul’s College, Oxon. 


As there is fomething inimitably fweet\and tender in-the ver- 
fes of thefe two Welch bards, we will begin’our quotations by 
the-firft ftanza of each, by which our readers (Welch ones we 
mean) will be able to judge of their refpeétive merits. Mr. 
O-wen’s begins thus : 


© Carmen Cambro-Britanunicun.. 


« Clowch y Clych yn entrych nen, 

Ar Canans mawr ei cynnen ! 

Clowch fain ! clowch accain ecco, 
Clodi wen feinwen a fo! 
‘ Am Gambria hynai hiaith, 

Am Fro Cwynedd, frigein-waith, 
(Rhéd y fwn, fel Rhdd, is is) 

Coed ’rodre Cader Idris 

Miloedd, oi th’lyoedd a tharit 

Ar filoedd ’or foleddant? 


Mr. Edward Edwards, whofe metre is fomething different, 
begins his ode in this noble and mafterly manner : 


‘ Pob Dyn, pobtelyn, pob tant~——pob Organ 
Pob Eurgerdd o foliant, 

Yn addfwyn pob awenyddfant 
Trwy’n Goror i Sior y Sant. 
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‘ Pob Miwfig diddig wedd addas molant vil 
A Miloedd trwy’r deyrnas \ to 
Prydain ar dydd priodas : . TSseIae 
_ Daw’n-uno le gwreiddio Gris? . te 


We will not pretend to determine which i is the greateft post 


of the two; 
Arcades ambo. 


Et capro tu dignus; &F bic 
though we muft acknowledge, that the firft line of the latter 
poem, viz. 

* Pob Dyn, pob telyn, pob tant 
by the elegant repetition of the noble word f04, greatly preju- ° 
diced us in its favour; but this, with the reft of thofe excellent 
performances, we fubmit with all deference to the judgment of ' 
the learned. ' 

But let us defcend from thefe aerial heights of Parnaffus, and 
fee what is doing along the fides of the mountain. As moft of 
our readers are, we believe, fuch good Exgli/bmen as to love their 
own language. beft, we will not trouble them with extraéts from 
the Greek and Latin poems in, this’ collection, fome few of 
which are truly elegant and claffical, and the reft (as is gene- 
rally the cafe with compofitions of this fort) nothing but a jin- 
gle of tine words.and phrafes from differept authors, tacked to- 
gether in an aukward manner, to convince: us that the com- 
pilers have read, but never tafted, the ancients: it happens 
unfortunately that’ thofe who write in Englifh on thefe occa- 
fions, lay themfelyes much more open to cenfure, than if they 
hrd wrapped up their nothingnefs in a dead. language. 


Why would the learned Dr. Kenrick Prefcott, mafter of Catha- 
vine Hall, who, we doubt not, is well killed in Hebrew, Grees, 
aud Latin, and has Homer and Vergil and Horace, at his finger’s 
ends, chufe to give us the following lines in hisown tongue? 


‘ Hafte winds, and minifters of air, 
Your facred charge convey, 

Waft fafe to port the royal fair, 
Nor 4i/ us with delay. 


‘ The. feafons boaft their patronefs, 
And Flora fair days brings, 
But Flona bleffes. Albion, lefs 
Than fhe that gives her kings: 
* Not Ceres, goddefs of the Graizs, ré 
Her chaplet deck’d with thefe, . 
More welcome treads the rural piains, 
“Nor bears fuch promifes? 
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. The thought of Flora’s bringing fair days is to be fure ex- 
tremely pretty ; but why Ceres thould be called. the godde/s of 
the grains, unlefs by way of allufion to /maill ber, we cannot 
conceive, any more than we can underftand what is: meant by 

ber chaplet deck’'d with thefe; thefe, what ? good do&or, What 
follows is indeed moft truly poetical, and gives us a complete 
jdea of the bathos: 


* Whence the foft with that thus. my heart, 
As flame, has over-ran ? 
A throne was never rais'd to thwart 


The d/efings of a man.’ 


Blefings on thy: mufe,:‘O Prefer; for never was a fweeter 
lullaby ; but hear, gentle readers, his own apology at the end 
of his poem, and then condemn him if you can: 


forgive his lyre, 
Forgive his artlefs ftrin ve 
Forgive this lay, thofe words infpire, 


‘“* His duty and his king.” 


The following Namby pamby verfes would perhaps have made 
a much better fhe ee if they had beén ‘turned into ‘a Lasis 


Sapphic ode : 
* Hither come at George’s call 
Bright Euphrofyne! and all A 4h si) vo 
The nymphs who wait on favour’d many |!) 7 
And ftrive to blefs him all they can.’ 


Mr. Dixon, fcholar of Meade College, Cambridge, thus 
{weetly fings, 


‘ Bicfs’d with a queen adorn’d with ev’ry charm, 
To footh the monarch’s anxious care ; 

No foreign claims the orphan Jand fhall sarm, 
No doubtful heirs the kingdoms fhare. 


‘ To each revolving age the royal pair 


Shall future kings sran/mifive give, 
Whofe princely minds their parents worth fhall bear, 


And GEORGE ftill in his ISS UE live.’ 


Surely Mr. Dixon had better have turned over his Gradus for 
a few ends of Latin verfe, or laid faug in a Greek ode, than 
thus have ftalked forth in the broad day-light of Englith, which 
he feems to bea perfeg ftranger ta. 


But it would be doing injuftice to this coilection, not to ac- 
knowledge that there are, though thinly fcattered, fome very 
pretty pieces of Englifh poetry. Amongft the Oxford Verfes 
(which, in our opinion, are upon the whole much preferable to 


the 
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the Cathbridge) thofe written: by Mefits. Courtney, Dathwood, 
Willes,.. Pepys, Bagot, ‘Philips, and Snell,: fiine with diftin-. 
guifhed Juftre. Of the: Cambridge bards,! Mri Keate,..Mr, 
Cowpenr,.of -Chrili’s College, Mr. Langhorne of Clare- Hail, and 
Mr. Ekyns, fellow of King’s, are much fuperion to all the reit, 
If the nature; of our defigh would have permitted'us, we fhould) 
gladly have given our readers fome fpecimens-of ‘the abilities-of; 
each of thefe gentlemen: but, to.make them amends. for. this 
omiffion, we have fubjoined, at full length, two copies, which 
we cannot help thinking are fairly. worth all the reft. The firtt 
is written by Mr. Ratcliffe, {cholar of Brazen-Noze College, 
Oxford, and is as follows : 
‘ The:mitned: fagé had'now With revererite:due, 
.. And graceful pomp, ‘the folemn rite prepar’d ; 
When, rapt in thought;) .acrofsith’ illumin’d fave 
Awhile he walk’d, and thus fhort mufing fram’d. 
‘«* Not many circling funs have round the globe. - 
Their journey runs fince England’s monarch paid 
Firft homage to odr holy church:;; when pois’d 
In thefe my arms, and in the laver wath’d 
Of fecond birth, hemade’the pious vow. 
And well our liege has of the covenant 
His part perform’d, as thro’ the flippery path : 
Of youth he walk’d, and-iteer’d his prudent-way. 
Now to our facred altar he. repairs, ©. 
Nought deeming low. of heaven’s.own hallowed rite, 
To feal his faith to,yon illuftrious maid,’ 
Fit partner of his. royalty; and fure 
"Neer met two gentler fouls, in youthful grace, 
Jn virtue brighter glowing. Hail, bleft pair ! 
And may your Jove'from this imperiab fhrine 
Catch the chafteflame, and, with celeftial fire 
Enkindled; pure,ias thefe: fair tapersy burm: 
So may it upwards‘ rife:im trembling’ fpires.- 
Of heaven-fed light 5 till life’s fhort feene is patt, 
Vain fhadow! and the ‘bridal lamp diffulv’d 
In the;full {plendor of immortal day. 
But when the morn. fhall rife on Britain’s, hope, 
Aufpicious beaming, which with fragrant oil 
Confidms the regal claims be mine to pour 
"The dewy odours on your blooming heads, 
(So ancient cuftom wills): and pay the debt 
Of decent gratitude, perhaps the’ laft, 





Evough for me, that, with obfequious. zeal 
Due tribute brought, Iwreath my fovereign’s brow 
With triple honours. For the reft, O heaven, 
Tq thy great will | bow, and at thy call, 


When 
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When. quench’d i in night, this vital fame expires, , " 
To earth, in peace and holy hope retura”. . y.595 90 


Here we fee one thought, namely,’ the arehbithop"stCan- 
terbury’s having chriftened, married, and) cfowned the king g, 
purfued through the whole, ape mere “elegantly and 'pedfically 
exprefied. ' 


We cannot conclude this article better, than by the verfes 
which bringup the rear of the Oxford army, written by the in- 
genious Mr. Warton, who has fo defervedly obtained’ the ho- 
nour of the Poetry-Profefor/rip in that univerfity. [chen 


‘To the QUEEN, 


¢ When firft the kingdom to. thy virtues due 
Rofe frortt the billowy deep in ‘diftant view ; 
When Albion’s ifle, old ocean’s peeriefs pride, 
Towr’d in imperial. {tate above the. tide; 
What brigtit ideas of the new domain 
Form’d the fair profpect of thy promis’d reign ! 


‘ And well with confcious joy thy breaft might beat 

That Albion was ordain’d thy regal feat ; 

Lo ! this the land, where freedom’s facred rage 

Has glow’d untam’d throngh ‘many a martial age, 
Here patriot Alfred; ftain’d' with Danith blood) 

Rear’d on one daft the king’s, the‘people’s good ‘ 
Here Henry’s archers fram’d the ftubborn bow 

That laid Alanzon’s haughty. helmet low; | } 
Here wak’d the flame that, ftill fuperiour braves , 
The proudeft threats of Gaul’s ambitious flaves : 
Here chivalry, ftern fchool of, valour old, 

Her noblett feats of knightly fame enroll’d; 

Heroic champions heard the clarion’s call, 

And throng’d the board in Edward’s banner’d hall ; 
While chief, like GEORGE, approv’d in worth alone, 
Unlock’d chafte beauty’s adamantine zone. 

Lo ! the fam’d ifle, which hails thy chofen fway, 
What fertile fields her temperate funs difplay! 

Where property fecures the confcious fwain, 

And guards, while plenty gives, the golden grain : 
Hence with ripe ftores her villages abound, 

Her airy downs with, fcatter’d theep refound ; 

Frefh are her paitures with unceafing rills, 
‘And future navies crown her darkfom hills, 

To bear her formidable glory far, 

Behold her opulence of hoarded war ! 


See, 
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See, from her ports a thoufand banners flream ; 

On every coaft her'vengeful lightnings gleam ! 
Meantime, remote from ruin’s armed hand, 

In peaceful majefty her cities ftand ; 

Whofe {plendid domes, and tradef ul ftreets, declare, 


Their firmeft fort, a king’s parental care. 


‘ And O ! bleft Queen, if e’er the magic pow’rs 
Of warbled truth have won thy mufing hours; 
Here, Poefy, from aweful days of yore, 

Has pour’d her genuine gifts of raptur’d lore, 
Mid oaken bow’rs, with holy verdure wreath’d, 
In. Druid- -fongs her folemn fpirit breath’d : 

While cunning bards, at ancient banquets, fung 
Of paynim foes defied, and trophies hung, 
Here Spenfer tun’d his myftic minftrelfy, 

And drefs’d in fairy robes a queen like Thee, 
Here, boldly mark’d with every living hue, 
Nature’s unbounded portrait Shakefpeare drew 1 
But chief, the dreadful groupe of human woes 
The daring artift’s tragic pencil chofe ; 

Explor’d the pangs that rend the royal breaft, 
Thofe wounds that lurk beneath the tiffued veft! 
Lo !. this. the land, whence Milton’s mufe of fire 
High foar’d to fteal from heav’n a feraph’s lyre ; 
And told the golden ties of wedded love 

In facred Eden’s amaranthine grove. 


‘ Thine too, majertic Bride, the favour’d clime, 
Where fcience fits enthria’d in roofs fubjime. 
O mark, how green her wood of ancient bays 
O’er Ifis’ marge in many achaplet ftrays! 

Thither, if haply fome diftinguith’d flower 

Of thefe mix’d blooms from that ambrofial bower, 
Might catch thy glance, and rich in nature’s hue, 
Entwine thy diadem with honour due ; 

if feemly gifts the train of Phoebus pay, 

To déck imperial Hymen’s feftive day ; 

Thither ‘thyfelf fhall hafte, and mildly deign 

To tread with nymph-like ftep the confcious plain ; 
Pleas’d'in the mufe’s nook, with decent pride, 

To throw the fcepter’d pall of ftate afide. 

Nor from the fhade fhall GEORGE be long away, 
Which claims CHARLOTTA’slove, and courts her ftay.-- 


‘ Thefe are Britannia’s praifes. Deign to trace 
With rapt refle€tion freedom’s favourite race ! 











But 
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But though the generous ifle, in arts and arms, 
Thus ftand fupreme, in nature’s choiceft charms : ; 
Though GEORGE and conqueft guard her fea-girt throne, 
One happier bleffing ftill the calls her own; | 
And, proud a freth increafe of ,fame to, view, 

Crowns all her glory by poflefling You.’ 


[> 
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Art. IV. Aftronomia Accurata; or, The Royal Aftronomer and Na- | 

vigator. Containing New Improvements in Aftronomy, Chronelo- : 

gy, and Navigation. Particularly new and corre& Solar and Lu- 

nar Tables ; with Precepts and Examples of their Up, according 

to Old or New Style. The Elements of the Radical Méah Places 

and Motions of the Planets and Satellites.’ A new and corre? Ca- 

talogue of Stars. With their right Afcenfions, Declinations, and 

Annual Variations, (Jupplying the Place of Uranographia Britanni- 

ca.) And Anfwers to Fifty-three Aftronomical Queftions, Chro- 

nological Rules and Tables. Reduétion of the Dates of Aras. With 

Univerfal and Perpetual Time-Tables ; ferving for any Year, paft, 

prefent, or to come. And Anfwers to many Chronological Queftions. 

The Seaman’s Ready Computer, or, New and Eafy Navigation, &3c. 

&%c. By Robert Heath, a Military Officer. 4to. Pr. 183. 





HERE is fomething fo eccentric and whimfical ‘in the 
genius of this military writer, that we would fooner under- 
take to bring all the extravagations of the moon to exaé cal- 
culation, than reduce his performance to any kind of method 
or fyftem. Whether it be that Mr. Heath is a profeffed admi- 
rer of the facetious biographer of the unparalleled Shandy, or 
that he imagines flightinefs and digreffion as allowable in aftro- 
nomy as in wit, we will not prefume to decide; but fure we 
are that both are ftrongly marked, and perhaps the moft cha- 
racteriltic dnd extraordinary publications of this or the laft cen- 
tury. Woe be to him who pretends to unriddle the ambigui- 
ties, doubts, hieroglyphical figns, abbreviations, afterifks, and 
afterifms, which run plump againft the judgment in the courfe 
of every page, or: to draw order from thofe compofitions of 
regular and wilful confufion. But the foldier hath wrapt him- 
felf in a more impenetrable clond than the divine: in his very 
title page we meet with am enigma, which would require all the 
addrefs of an @dipus; neverthelefs it greatly. imports both our-' 
felves and our publifher to folye this difficulty. Mr. Heath has’ 
denounced vengeance againft us, fhould we be wanting in the 
refpect due to his quality; yet are we.left.to.guefs, whether he 
means a field-macfhal or a corporal, by'the title of military off- ' 
cer. All weat-pfefent can difcover is; that our author is not a 
fheriff’s officer or catchpole, which is indeed: matter of fome’ 
: confo- 








go Heath’s Royal Aftrenomer and Navigator. 


confolation ‘to the Reviewers. ‘For this reafon we fhail med. 
fure our fteps with all poflible caution, though we muft confi- 
der it as an unfair proceeding in our aftronomer, to lay us un 
der fuch unneceflary embarraffment, when his friend and coad- 
jutor, the dear, could haye fo eafily informed him, that there is 
all the difference in the world between a fermon, fet off with 
the drapery of corpulence and lawn fleeves, and a fimple dif. 
courfe, delivered by a meagre curate in tattered crape ; an ob-« 
fervation that, we apprehend, ‘is equally applicable to the pro-- 
duétions of a truncheon and a halbert. 


Be this as it may, we think we may fafely pronounce that 
Mr, Heath is not only a profound aftronomer, but an archwit, 
a bard, and a fatyrift ; qualities which he difplays in his very 
preface. Speaking of the pleafure that arifes from contem- 
plating the heavenly bodies, he adds, waggifhly, a with, ‘ that 
thofe /adies, vainly attending on the ORACLE in the O/d Bailey, 
to confult their defines, and other future events, would hence- 
forth, more wifély, attend the celefial obfervators, it being not 
above an hour’s travel farther (meaning to Greenwich bill) in their 
coaches, to have infallible. proof of the /ecret tranfactions among 
all the dright rulers in the heavens! There they may fee the 
celebrated Mr. Gael Morris enamoured of the godde/s of fcience, 
walking hand in hand, and the renowned Mr. T, S. F.R.S. 
ufurper of the Ladies Diary, holding up her train.’ Now, 
gentle reader, be pleafed to obferve the ftrength of the ridi- 
cule, the propriety of the figure, and the keennefs of,thofe fhafts 
aimed at two rival philofophers. The ladies are recommended 
to pry into the fcret tranfaGiions among the dright rulers of the 
heavens, rather than to confult the Old Bailey oracle about their 
own deftinies ; becaufe it is the well-known difpofition of that 
amiable fex, to be more curious about the affairs of their 
neighbours than about their own; and alfo becaufe the private 
condu& of the heavenly rulers would open a large field of fean- 
dal and converfation for the tea-table. We can here: likewife 
difcover an oblique ftroke at the celebrated difcoverer of the 
nutation of the earth’s axis ; though he feems to be lefs the ob- 
ject of our author’s fatire than the illuftrious Mr. Gael 
Morris, who is reprefented in the ridiculous attitude of a pen 
five difap pointed lover ; while the renowned Mr. Thomas Simp- 
fon is employed about the fkirts of the petticoats of the god- 
defs of fcience ; meaning that this fair lady has wholly rejected 
the addreffes of the one, and employed the other only in the 
fervile bufinefs of forming indexes, compiling tables and con- 
tents of (cience.—What Mr. Heath would infinuate, by calling the 
latter gentleman U/urper of the Ladies Diary, we are at a lofs te 


conceive, wnlefs it be, that Mr, Simpfon claims to himfelf the 
whole 
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whole profit and honour arifing from that laborious undeftaking, 
notwithftanding he owes confiderable obligations, to’the affiftance 
of our author. Heaven hield-us from the refentment of this 
Pafquin, and graft that we may ‘father be tumbled down 
Greenwich hill ina barrel fpiked with inn nails, than brought, 
in the fecond edition of the Royal Aftronomer, into the tidicu- 
lous groupe our author has affembled round the obfervatory on 
that eminence. 


As it would be endlefs to splebst out all the threwd, ‘Hiie 
witty allufions.in the preface, we muft leave them.to:the rea- 
der’s own obfervation, and proceed to Jay before. him, the poem 
with which it concludes, and an imperfect tketchof the princi- 
pal contents of the volume. It would feem that Mr. Heath 
had a double view in compofing this admirable piece of verfe ; 
the one to ftimulate the geniufes of the age to the purfait of 
{cience ; andthe other, to celebrate the praifes of that treafure 
of erudition meationed in the laft line, the friend, the patron, 
and the colleague of our ingenious author. 


Vincit amor patria. 





‘ Whate’er in Egypt, Greece, or Rome was known, 
England can boaft a genius of her own ; 
Who, form’d with paffions fcience to befriend, 
And vers’d in arts, encouragement fhall lend, 
While the lefs noble ftoop to abje& ways, 
His works a laftipg monument fhall raife! 
His principles—as noble as his blood—— 
Who atts in private for the public good 
Defcended from a loyal patriot: race, 
Whom truft fill honours, and no arts debafe; 
To ftatefmen, ‘heroes, gen’rals, allied, 
Their prince’s glory, and the nation’s pride ! 
In fame’s imperial temple highly. plac’d, 
And fome with laurell’d honours doubly grac’d—— 





* O fons of {cience, merit ftill purfue, 
And, by example, keep the prize in view; 
Exert your talents ftill to blefs mankind, 
And a reward your fervices fhall find ; 
Though lofs of facred fcience is deplor’d, 
That treafure in a Cowper is reftor’d !? 


With refpe& to. the performance, nothing is lefs intended 
than method, order, precifion, and connection. Weare not 
to look for thefe in this fyfiem of aftronomy, any more thaa 
we are to look for decency and wit in the.afterifks and blank 
{paces in the late fequel to a celebrated humorous performance; 


yet, 
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yet, like that, it contains fome things deferving our attention, 
and evincive of genius, amidft an infinity of impertinence, ab- 
furdity, and puerility. For inftance, the rules laid down for 
finding the difference of mean, folar, and fydereal hours, and 
the annual proceffion of the equinox, according to the longitude 
of the moon’s node, are, we apprehend, exceeding ufeful 
practice improvements in aftronomy. The fame may be al- 
edged of the application made of aftronomy to chronology ; 
but what, in our opinion, particula:ly merits regard, is the 
concife method given by dean Cowper, for finding the moon’s 
paralla&tic angle, and exemplified by feveral inftances exhibited 
by our author: to this we may add the table for finding the radi- 
cal mean places of the moon, and the new theory of this fatel- 
lite, propofed by Dr. Cowper, in which he demonftrates 4 va- 
riety of propofitions of the utmoft importance to a true know- 
ledge of the czleftial bodies. Whether thefe pieces were’ ever 
before publifhed, we cannot determine ; but we muft, in juftice 
to the two gentlemen who have clubbed their wits in this per- 
formance, recommend them as extremely ufeful and ingenious, 
though hardly fufficient to bear up the credit of a large vo- 
lume of incoherent, obfelete, borrowed, abfurd, and trifling 
obfervations. toi 





Art. V. A Philofophical and Critical Effay on Ecclefiaftes. 
Wherein the Author's Defign is fated; bis Doctrine vindicated ; 
his Method explained in an Analytical Parapbrafe annexed to a 
New Verfion of the Text from the Hebrew ;. and the Differences 
between that new Tranflation and the received Verfion accounted 
for in Philological Obfervations. By A.V. Defvoeux, Chaplain 
to bis Majefty’s Regiment of Carabineers. 4f0. Pr. 155. 6d. 
Hawkins. 


H E art of criticifm acquires additional value, when it is 

applied to elucidate obfturities, reconcile contradictions, 
and remove thofe ambiguities which furnith the infidel with fo 
frequent opportunities of queftioning the truth of our religion, 
and the divine origin of thofe writings termed facred. It was 
therefore with uncommon fatisfaétion we lately beheld divers 
mafterly attempts in this kind ; and that we hear the ingenious 
Mr. Kennicott meets with all due encouragement, to profecute 
his arduous and laborious tafk of collating all the oriental ma- 
nufcripts and learned verfions of the Old Teftament, which is 
ceftainly the moit plaufible methoc hitherto propofed for afcer- 
taining the genuine text. What that learned gentleman may 
think of the performance under confideration, we cannot pre- 


tend to determine ; but this we wilt venture to pronounce, thet 
no 
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no philologitft, critic, or commentator on the facred writings, 
hath of late years difplayed more erudition, genius, and found 
judgment, than our author, notwithftanding fome of ‘his opi- 
nions may be deemed liable to exception. 


The fubjeé& chofen by our reverend writer Hath long been 
the fource of controverfy among the learned, and he enters 
upon it with a candid and diftiné& review of their opinions ref- 
petting the defign, method, and object of the Hebrew philofo- 
pher in the book of Ecclefiaftes ; a treatife which fome regard 
as a jumble of various contradiftory fentiments, and detached 
fentences.; others as an apology for vice, .lewdnefs, and de- 
bauchery ; while a few endeavour to clear up the apparent ob- 
{curities and inconfiltencies, by fuppofing that Solomon fpeaks 
in different charaéters, and gives to-each perfonage, the ienti- 
ments proper to his principles. From a notion that the Eecle- 
fiaftes contain a nuntber of opinions uaworthy_ of the holy {pi- 
rit, and a dire& approbation of the dottrines of atheiits, epi- 
cureans and fadugees, they infer that Solomon muft have in- 
tended it for a dialogue, where the interlocutors fpeak in their 
different charafters. But tnis conjecture, we think, is clearly 
refuted by M. Defvaeux, who, by explaining the context, places 
the whole in an eafy, amiable point of views fuitable to the 


wifdom and piety of the royal author. 


Solomon has been taxed with impiety by certain critics, who 
rmifapprehended his meaning for want of attention to the gene- 
ral {cope of his do@trines. They charge him with condemning 
as vain all fublunary things, contrary to the exprefs declaration 
of the Creator, who pronounced that all qwas good; whereas 
Solomon, according to our author, is only demonftrating the 
comparative vanity of wordly enjoyments, which are inca- 
pable of procuring folid durable felicity. He affirms, that So- 
lomon, on the contrary, puts a real value on corporeal plea- 
fure ; but he vindicates him from the charge of epicurifm, 
brought on this account by another fet of equally miftaken 
critics. 

‘ The doétrines of Epicurus (fays he) as underftood by thofe 
we have now to deal with, may be reduced to the following 
fummary. The yreate/ happine/s conf; GPs in bodily pleafures ; and is 
attained by the enjoyment of earthly goods. But, fays one, is not 
this the very affertion that occurs in a thoufand ‘places of the 
book now under confideration ? Does not the author every 
where affirm, that nothing is better for men, than to eat and 
drink, and to enjoy the pleafures of this world ? I own he fays 
everal things which, if confidered by half-fentences, taken 

ut of their proper place, and without a proper regard to that 
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which goes before or comes after, may look like the precepts of 
Ariftippus. But is that ‘doing juftice to an author, whofe meai- 
ing is to be found, oot in fcraps taken here‘and there from his 
book, but from whole.fentences confidered as they ftand with 
refpett.to every part. of the difcourfe or argument they belong 
to,?, if that, which isthe. only fair method of judging be fol- 
lowed, it, will. plainly appear, to every candid examiner, that 
out author,,.in. the places fo much exclaimed againft, does not 
fpeak.of .the fupreme.good in. itfelf ;, but of that greateft good 
or happinef-only, that.may, be; had. from earthly things.’ 


- He proceeds to demonttrate; that this is the genuine fenfe of 
the paflages : cenfuredt, and defends the doctrine of corporeal 
happinefs, ‘as laid down'in afecondary view by the royal philo- 
fopher ; Warning ‘thofe: who- form their judgment on vulgar 
tranflations, witout confulting the Hebrew original, not to 
blame’ Solomon for the faults of his tranflators, to whofe 
bluaders he afcribes great part of the feeming impiety, con- 
tradi€tion, and abfurdity in. this treatife. Our author’s de- 
fence of the moral do&rine of the. Hebrew philofopher is re- 
plete with deep refleétion and judicious obfervation ; and the 
diftin€tions which he makes between his principles and thofe of 
Epicurus, are equally jaft and pertinent. He-evinces, beyond 
all denial, that Solomon confiders worldly pleafures, and: parti- 
cularly the enjoyments of fenfe, to which he gives the firft place, 
as fubfervient only to a hobler end ; while they were regarded 
by the Greek fe& of the fchool of Epicurus, as perfectly good in 
themfelves, defirable only for their own fake, and the ultimate 
aum of all the withes and difqaifitions of wifdom. His whole 
reafoning upon this head may indced be deduced from that prin- 
ciple of the ingenious Burlamaqui, in his Principles. of the Law 
of Nature, thar whatever fldws as a neceflary comfequence from 
our original conttitution, implies an unqueftionable declaration 
of the will’ of the Creator}: a principle of vaft extent, which 
may be applied ‘to all the variety of worldly enjoyments in the 
gtadation of their fubordinacy te each other. — 


M. Defvoeux’s philofophical talents will appear to advantage 
from the addrefs with whiich he has managed the following argu- 
ment egainff the Stoics: ‘ The Stoics, both ancient and modern, 
»o (fays he) for by that name E.unuft call all thofe pretended fub- 

dime moralifts, in whofe fcheme virtue and. nature are fet in di- 
red oppofition, univerfally, agtee in extolling the mind, and 
depreciating the body, which they reprefent as a vile worthlefs 
himp of-clay. Then they infit upon valuing the pleafures of 
the mind, and thofe of the body in proportion to the different 
degrees of cftcem we have fo; that. part of ourfelves whereby 
* we enjoy them. ‘This method, as fair and fpecious as it a 
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feem at firft view, is very deceitful, and will appear fo when 
you come to examine it a little clofer. _ For, though the diftinc- 
tion between mind and body is a real’ one, yet that which is 
made between the pleafures of the mind and thofe of the body 
is a diftinétion in words only. To fpeak exa@tly, and like phi- 
lofophers, we muft fay there is no delight or pleafure but be- 
longs to the mind. ‘The body in its own nature is utterly inca- 
pable of feeling and fenfation ; except you exclude from the 
idea annexed to thofe words all. notion of perception and know- 
ledge: but without fome fort of perception, there can be no de- 
light. If the natural ties, whereby body and foul joined toge- 
ther make but one fubjeét, be difolved,. or their uniting force 
fuperfeded ; let the body be any ways affeAed, there can be no 
more fenfe, either of pain or pleafure. Therefore it is plain, 
when we talk of bodily fenfations, we join together words that 
ought never to meet. That all fenfations are, truly and philo- 
fophically fpeaking, fpiritual, may further appear from the fol- 
lowing coniideration, viz. that they may exift without any af- 
fiftance from:the body, whereas it is not poffible they fhould 
without, at Jeaft, the concurrence of the mind. That relation 
between our foul aad our body, which makes a certain fenfa- 
tion to take place in our mind, whenever a certain motion hap- 
pens in the parts of our body, is not the refult of the effential 
properties of either, but of a particular law freely eftablifhed 
by him who made us... Therefore, if God’s will had been, or if 
ever it fhould happen-to be, that the prefent occafional caufe 
of fenfation be removed, and that another fhould take’ place ; 
we plainly conceive this may be immediately effedted, without 
any effential alteration in the nature of either our foul or our 
body ; and this muft be the opinion of moft divines, who think 
that the wicked thall endure.a real fenfation of paia, before the 
. day .of judgment, and during the attual feparation of their 
fouls and bodies. And indeed, except God’s freedom. or power 
be called in queftion, no body can doubt but the very fame idea, 
whereby our foul is apprifed of that pleafure or pain, which we 
call corporeal, might have been excited in our mind, without 
the intervention of any but fpiritual caufes, had the Almighty 
been. pleafed to appoint a Jaw, or a relation for i it. 


* But there is great reafon to doubt, if not. abfolutely to 
deny, that the fame may be fami of the body for thought and 
perception, without which there can be no delight, can hardly 
be reckoned among the -poffible affections of the body. It 
would ill’ become me pofitively to decide, that am opinion is 
contradiftory, the contrary whereof fome of the beft pbildfo- 

of the age think cannot be proved; yet 1 may betal- 


towed sity that it appears ms. he fo, I have (asf eek) 
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a clear perception of the fame kind of oppofition and inconfif= 
tency between the faculty of thinking and the known proper- 
ties of divifible matter, as every body owns there is between 
fimplicity and compofition. But let this be as it will ; it muft 
fiill be certain that there is no fenfation without the mind. For, 
fuppofing the body is capable of the faculty of thinking, our 
mind is, or at leaft may be, material ; yet, fince that faculty is 
acknowledged on all hands not to belong a@ually to every part 
of matter, whereof this world or even our body confifts, there 
wuft be ftilla difference between a thinking and a brute, or un- 
thinking bodys Now ule and cufiom have determined that the 
latter thould be called Jody by way of diftin@ion, and the for- 
mer mind or foul; and there is no reafon why this diftin@tion 
fliould not hold in the prefent controverfy. For when philofo- 
phers fpeak of the dignity of the mind, and extol it above the 
body, their encomiunrs chiefly refpect the faculty of thinking, 
and have very little to do with the difpute, whether the human 
mind be in its own nature a particle of divifible matter, or an 
immaterial fubftance. When they fay the mind has more dignity 
than the body, their meaning is, a thinking being is more excellent 
than an unthinking cne. ‘Thus they muft give the name of mind 
to that, whatever it is, which is capable of perceiving an idea; 
and therefore the pleafures that are called /en/ual or corporal, 
muft be afcribed to the mind by any one who chufes rather to 
{peak properly with the philofophers, than tmproperly with 
the vulgar. Or if the vulgar diftin@tion Is retained in popu- 
lar difcourfes, as being better adapted to the moit common, 
though erroneous apprehenfions of mankind, and to prevent 
miftakes of a more dangerous nature ; yet it muft be ufed like 
the figures of fpeech, and laid afide in philofophieal difquifi- 
tions, fo as never to be made the ground-work of an argu- 
ment. By the foregoing explanation, the wole itrength of the 
Stoic objeétion muft be entirely ruined, as it has no other foun- 
dation befides the ambiguity of the words they make ufe of. 
For if the pleafures that affe& our mind muft fhare in the dig- 
nity and excellence of the mind irfelf, then indeed that privi- 
lepe is common to both kinds of pleafure here compared, and 
of courfe can have no weight in determining the preference in 


favour of either.’ 


This leadsour author to a fubje& fill more important, name 
ly, to judtify,the facred orater againft thofe who impeach his 
orthodoxy, with refpe& to the belief of the immortality of the 
foul. He firlt points out the following texts, which afforda 
prefumption that Solomon alluded to a futute ftate.—** God 
fhall judge the righteous and the wicked, becaufe there is a 


time for every thing he fhall think proper, and concerning 
evesy 
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every work that is done there.—God will bring him into judg- 
ment for all his qworks.—God thall bring every work into judg- 
ment with refpec to every thing that was not taken notice of, 


whether good or evil.” 


Hence the reverend critic proceeds to ‘that pale ¢ in which 
Solomon has been fuppoied to place the fouls of men ‘and ‘brutes 
upon an equality ; and he firft proves, that his wotds have'been 
miftaken, no fuch coequation being intendéd by. the ‘toyal ‘phi- 
lofopher ; and then demonftrates, that thé ¢conclafion which 
has been drawn is falfe, even in the common acceptation of the 
words; and that notwirhitanding Solomon had’ ‘believed ‘tn’ the 
equality of the fouls of men and brutes, this couild'by iio'‘imeans 
affect the immateriality and immortality of the human foul. We 
muft confefs that, as a metaphyfician, M. Defvoeux hath’ not 
acquitted himfelf upon this head entitely to ‘our fatisfaetion, 
though, as an interpreter of the Hebrew text, and the meaning 
of his author, he muft be allowed great merit. As he quotes 
Mr. Buffon’s arguments for the materiality of the fouls’ of 
brutes, he ought to have refuted them regularly, and not con- 
tented himfelf with an explication of Solomon’s meaning, as the 
French philofopher’s reafoning has no allufion to fcriptute, but 
Is. purely philofophical, The truth indeed is, that the queftion 
is beyond the.reach of human underftanding ; though tots it 
is the moft probable, that the fouls of brutes-.are neither mate- 
rial, nor vefted with ali the attributes and qualitiés of the hu- 
man foul; they may, have imagination, memory, and paflion ; 
but they feem to want confcioufnefs, perception ‘of their own 
ideas, and. that degree of reafon and refle&tion which diftin- 
guifhes,man,,. The words in difpute are the following, which 
we fhall give in the vulgar, and in ‘our duthor’s trahflation;’ ‘t0% 
gether with his paraphrafe, which will fufficiently’ ‘point’ out'his 
acceptation of the Hebrew text, “without entering intd"a GetiAt 


of his criticifms. eg 








Ola Verfion. New. Ver fion 4 stniteil Resaple ales, 
ge il, I. concluded jn The Scand Corollary. 
. I faid in my heart withref- The beiggofj.a-God, 


iu pete con- 
cerning the eltate 


pect to.the fons of 
man, that I'ihodld 


his attributes and fu- 


preme TWay of his ‘Pro- 


videncé ‘are’ ‘clearly ev 


of the fons of men, . affert God, and fee 

that God might that they them- ‘vinced; from. the very 
manifeft them, ‘felves area brute complication ‘of hue 
and that they, to themfélves. For mah ‘affairs;’ (which? 
might. fee . that that which befall-’* none bet’ ae inanite 
they themfelves eth the fons” of underftatiding*céald 


are beaits. 


and that 
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man, 


ever prevent from fall- 
sue 
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19. For: that 
which  befalleth 
the fons of men 
befalleth beafts, 
even. one thing 
befalleth them : 
as the one dieth, 
fo dieth the other ; 
yea, they have all 
one breath, fo 
that 4 man hath 
ho pre-eminence 
above a beait, for 
all is vanity. 

20. All go un- 
to one place, all 
are of the duft, 
and all turn to 
duft again. 

21. Who know- 
eth the fpirit of 
man that goeth 
upward, and the 
fpirit of the beatt 
that goes down- 
ward.to. ae earth? 


which befalleth the 
brute, 7s one fate 
to them. As the 
one dreth, fo dieth 
the. other. One 
breath is in all, 
and man hath no 
advantage over the 
brute, becaufe all 
that is a vapour. 
They all go unto 
one place. They 
were ‘all from the 
duft,and they all re- 
turn to duft. Who 
knoweththe breath 
of the fons of man 
whether it afcend- 
eth upwards, and 
the breath of the 
brute whether it 
defcendeth down- 
ward to the earth? 


ing into an irretrievae , 
ble confufion. But 
the higher we rife’ int . 
our conceptions of that « 
great Being, the lower: 
we mult defcénd “in? 
the notions we have of + 
our own ‘worth and: 
dignity, for ourofo-: 
much boafted ‘of vrea< 
fon, whén leftto ita. 
felf, is incapable of'afs 
certaining a difference. 
in men’s favour, with 
refpect to a future dif. 
penfation, between 
themfelves and what 
they call the brutith 
part of the creation : 
fo dark and intricate 
are the ways of Pro- 
vidence in this world} 


Upon the whole of this queftion we join iffue with our 
learned author, thar religion, and the belicf of a future ftate 
of rewards and punifhments, are no way affeéted, whether we 
think on, the ene hand, that the fouls of brutes are material 
and.perifhable with their bodies; or, on the éther, that they 
participate in a,coequation with the human foul. 


Solomon hath ‘been Tufpe&ed to favour the principles of the 


Saducees in the ‘enfuing verfes : 


“If a man beget a hundred 


children, and live many years, fo that the days of his years bé 
many, and his'foul be not filled by good; and alfo that he have 
no burial, I’ fay, that’an untimely birth is better than he.’— 
« Yea, thovigl he livea thowland years twice told, yet hath he 
feen no good: donot'albgo'to one place? Thefe are the texts 
which our author ably vindicates, both by the natural meaning 
of the words in the vulgar verfion, and by a different turn in 


his own tranflation. 


Mr. Defvoenx, after removing fome other obje@ions, clofes 
his differtation with obviating the charge of obfcurity and in- 
confiftency, brought againft the book of Ecclefiattes, which he 
effects 
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effects with the fame ability and addrefs, difplayed in the in- 
ftances we have quoted, concluding in the following manner : 


« I hope it does by this time appear, how deedleG it would 
befor me, minutely to fhew that the book of Ecclefiaites i is 
neither a dialogue, nor a difcourfe made up of ebjeAjons and an- 
fwers tothem ; nor a drama, wherein men of various, principles 
are sa tendiachd acting different parts; nor a /ummary of wi 
men’s opinions, concerning the fupreme good. For fince there - 
is not the leaft footitep to be obferved of either interlocutors, 
or abettors of different opinions, or objeGions and anfwers ; 
and fince no real inconfiftency can be made out, between the fe: 
veral parts of this treatife, [ think it is plain thefe feveral 
fchemes were no better than fhifts which commentators were 
put to, in order to fave the character of the book, without al- 
lowing the contents of it to be true. They would titver have 
had recourfe to fuch evafions, did they conceive the whole'to be 
free from the odious imputations I have hitherto examined, 
and, I hope, confated. As foon as the work in the whole, 
and every part of it, become clear of all fufpicion of herefyand 
inconfiftency, the foundations of thofe fchemes entirely vanith- 
eth: away, and confequently the buildings myft fall to the 
ground, without any further effort.’ . , 


In the fecond feétion, the reverend Mr. Defvoeux examines 
the feveral {chemes propofed to explain the defign and fubje&t 
of the treatife under confideration, which agree with his own 
in the main principle ; namely, that the book of Ecclefiaftes 
contains nothing unworthy of the holy fpirit, yet differ with 
him in other particulars. According to our author’s. accepta- 
tion, Solomon’s defign was to prove the immortality of thé foul, 
or rather the necefhity of a future ftate, from fach arguments 
as reafon and experience furnifh ; and he is farther of opinion, 
that the Hebrew orator inferts fome obfervations which have no 
dire& application to the principal defign of ‘the treatife, though 
they muft be regarded as confequences naturally flowing from 
the principles he laboured to eftablifh, * in order, a’ he fup- 
‘pofes, to arrive at the main conclufion, without which his. prifi- 
ciples muft have lain expofed to objections, fide attacks, and 
chicaneries, from the libertines, or pretended free-thinkers of 
his age.’ We cannot enter upon a. review of what he urges 
upon this head ; fu ficient it is, that we may venture to recom- 
mend it as ingenious, learned, and mafterly. 


With refppeét to the new verfion and paraphrafe, we need fay 
nothing; the reader hath feen a fpecimen, and may form his 
own judgment; but as to the philological obfervations ar- 


nexed, they abound with fuch variety of judicious remarks, in- 
D4 genious 
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genious interpretations and conjectures, learned emendattons of 
the text, and profound criticifm, that we are forry an —_— 
ble analyfis woyld greatly exceed the limits of an article. 

the whole, to conclude, we heartily recommend this oon 
all the lovers of facred criticifm, and thofe unhappy veri 
who build their infidelity upon the feeming abfurdities of the 
Old and New Teftament. Hence they will find, that to the 
blunders of cranflations, and to their own inattention or igno- 
rance of the originals, they ought to afcribe their erroneous 
opinions ; and that there is {carce any part of the facred wri- 
tings which may not be demonftrated worthy of their divine 


origin. 


P. S. It muft be obferved that our author is of opinion, the 
Hebrew manufcripts now extant can be of little ufe to difcover 
ancient various readings; and he even hints, to afcertain the 
genuine text, to which we cannot poffibly give our affent. Had 
he perufed Mr. Kennicott’s laft treatife, he muft certainly have 
thought otherways ; but from his filence, Mr. Defvoeux would 
feem to be anentire ftranger to one of the moft learned pieces of 
criticifm of which this kingdom can boaft. 


Let us. adds. that the author has hardly any reafon to apo- 
logize for his danguage : it is in general clear, copious, and 
pure, fcarceever favouring of the French, and but feldom of 
the Latin idiom. 
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Art. VI... 4 Review of the Reign of George the Second. In 

avbich a new Light is thrown on the Tranfa&ions, and the Effeas 

of minificrial Influence are t aced and laid open. 8vo. Pr. 35 
Wilkie. 


N O reign in the Englifh annals, perhaps, contains fo great 

-\ a variety of concerns, bothforeign and domeftic, as that 
of George II, if we except that of Henry Il. A review of 
fuch a reign, in a work of three fhillings price, requires the moft 
matterly plan to make it pleafing, and the moft impartial exe- 
cution to render it infiructive. ‘The title our author has pre- 
fixed to his performance, does, not ftrike the reader with any 
firong prepoffeffions in favour of his impartiality ; but, to qua- 
lify that omiffion, he has faid, in the advertifement to the work, 
« that the effeéts of minifterial influence are (meaning i in his 
book) traced and laid open from original papers.’ 


Such an additional infertion, as there is not from the begin- 
ning to the end of the work an original paper exhibited, quoted, 
or referred to, can at beft be called a trap for curiofity, which, 
when exercifed on fuch a fubject, is laudable, and the difap- 

pointing 
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pointing it is therefore the more blameable. We thal now = 
ceed to the work. Meg 


Our author, in his fecond fentence, has made a moft amma, 
ing difcoyery, viz. ‘ That all the branches of the prefent r 
family, who‘are heirs to the crown, derive their origin je 
the family of the Stuarts.’ Till this difcovery was 0 ake 
world believed ‘that they were defcended from the houfe of Brunf- 
wick. In the next page he fays, that “the people. dethroned | 
king James,’ whereas, the reprefentatives faid that he dethroned 
himfelf. “In p. 8, we are told, that ‘ the Tories, or country 
party, adhered to the ancient conftitution of the ftate, and the 
apoftolical hierarchy of the church of England, and that they 
were the landholders and proprietors of the’ kingdom 3’ confe-_ 
quently, that’the Whigs were all of them republicans, atheifts, 
or fectaries, beggars, or fharpers; and yet” nothing “is ‘more 
certain, ‘than that at the very time’ our author treats of, two” 
thirds at ‘leaft of both houtes of parliament were profeffed 
Whigs. 


The leaders of thie Whigs, or courtiers, according to him, p: 
9; © were bufy, petulant, politi itive, vain, and verbofe; their beft 
fpeakers were neither nervous nor élegant, and their’ arguments 
blunt, aukward, and floverily.”. Taking all this upen our ati- 
thor’s own word; we could have wifhed that he had’ given us 
fome proofs of what he fays, from the fpeeches of peneral;’ af. 
terwards earl Stanhope, Mr. Craggs, Mr. Talbot, SirP— Y——, 
(both of them afterwards lord-chancellors) and, for fome time, 
of Mr. P , afterwards E— of B+—— ; all-of them! Whigs 
in the houfe of commons; and of: John dukeof Argyle, Ph 
E— of Ch , L—d C————, and many other Whigs’ in 
the houfe of peers. pi aE Ww 


It is to be withed, in fhort, that the author had defined the 
meaning of a Whig in the reign of George II., whether it had 
any meaning at all's and whether, during moft part of that, and 
the whole of the foregoing reign, the Tories, to all intents and. 
purpofes, did not a& as Whigs, and the Whigs as Tories. This, 
in fact, was the reafon why fome of the great menwe.baye men-_ 
tioned, as being’ Whigs, having more regard to principles, than, 
to- founds, aflociated with the Tories who acted, ypon n Whig 
principles, and left the Whigs, who aéted upon Tory ones.,. la 
the fame page our author exhibits another inftance.of. his poli-. 
tical knowledge, by telling us that the faction. (of, the Whigs) 
was * originally inftituted in oppofition to epifcopacy.’ Dread- 
ful degeneracy, indeed! Our author ‘im the next’ lite makes 
another very furprifing difcovery, in’ telling us what ‘we be- 
lieve never was heard of vata that the. pane were a very 
cool {et of men. 
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The fubfequent pages of this voluminous pamphlet (for fuctr 
it is) feem to be drawn up as an abridgemeat of the 7 
mentary proceedings, and common hiftories of the late reign, 
befpangled with trite declamation from apti-minifterial papers 
and pamphlets, but, by way of variety, dreffed up in a very 
bad language. He tells us, that Mr. Shippen, whom even bis 
enemies acknowledged to have been a great mafter of ffile, 
propofed to give the fame fum to the late king which his father 
had been endowed with. He then, p. 12, tells us, that the 
changes which followed were extremely few ; and his note at the 
bottom of the page is fo extremely curious, that we forbear to 
tran{cribe it, left we fhould render it vulgar alfo. In the fame. 
page the king tells his parliament, that he defived to reduce the 
expence of the public mozey, as foon as it could be done so their - 
wntereft and fafety. He then fays, that this {peech, as zs comuagn, 
was undoubtedly penned by the minifter, and putinto the mouth 
of majefty, to footh the minds of the people into an acquief, 
cence of his meafures ; but it eas by many fu/peéted to be auithour « 
any real intention of complying with the tenour of it. 


The reader by this time muit more than fufpe& our author’s 
abilities.as-an hiftorian as well asa writer; and will not expe 
to be entertained with any farther criticifms upon his language. 
As to, his narrative, it is no better than the contents. of an in- 
dex, ftrung like the beads of a necklace, and kept together by 
copulative conjun@ions. Mr. P , now earl of B——., is his 
hero, But though that great man’s abilities as 2 commoner, 
were unqueftioned and eminent, our author ought to have pad 
fome more regard than he has done to thofe who laboured in the 
fame vineyard of oppofition ; for fuch it may be called from the 
noble crop it produced to them. | 


Our author, p. 33, &c. has given us: a ftate bithcay of the 
famous excife-fcheme.. An able writer would have ennobled his 
work, by giving his readers an eftimate of the:real difference 
between the manner of colleéting the duties upof tobactco,-pros 
pofed by Sir Robert Walpole, and that Which: is pradtifed:at 
prefent, in confequence,of an a& of parliament which Mr. Pal: 
ham publicly declared was obtained at. the folicitation of the 
merchants, of London, * Such a writer would likewile have 
thrown into his work ‘eBetain ftriGures upon the motions (for 
fuch happened in thofé‘days,) that were’ brought into the-houfe 
merely to diftrefs the minifter, and upon thofe which have been 
fince eftablithed law. In thort, a reviewer of the reign of 
George II. even with but tolerable abilities, if poffefied of im- 
partiality and candour, may ereé& himéfelf into an ufeful readible 
author, by comparing the tranfadtions of one part of that-reign 


with thofe of another, by making allowances for party heats, 
and 
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and minifterial engagements, and, ‘in’ thort, by «diftinguithing 
between what was plaufible and what was praGicable.Such a 
work coming from even a middling writer, would ’be of private 
utility ; if from a great one, of public fervice.——But we will 
now return to’ our author. 


While he keeps, as he generally does, to the index file, we 
mutt do him the juftice to fay, that his narrative is compre- 
henfible, and in fome places clear, tho’ he feems every where to. 
have been milerably defe&tive as to information, He fays, p. 
49, that the bill brought in by Mr. Pulteney,. for the more ef-_ 
fe@tually fecuring and encouraging the trade of his majefty’s. 
great fubjects in America, was fupported by the beft orators with 
eloquence and fatire; but the power of the minifter configned 
it to oblivion. This is a miftake: that bill foon after paffed, 
and was carried into the fulleft effe& during all that war, tho’, 
in fa&, the contents of it have very little or no relation to its 
title. Our author’s relation of the convention, and our nego- 
tiations with Spain, a fubje& fo important and interefting even 
at this time, conveys with it no more information than may 
be gathered from a common news paper, or magazine. P. _ 
$4, our author fuppofes admiral Vernon to have been fent ta 
the Weft Indies, on account of his oppofition to the minifter in 
the houfe of commons. Vernon, when he received that com- 
miffion, was net in parliament. Our author, p. 57, mentions, 
the people of England, in the year 1640, to have been as much . 
diftreffed by the bad management of their minifters as they were 
by the hard froft, and all owing to our German conneétiohs. An 
able reviewer of this reign, in mentioning the motion made 
for removing Sir Robert Walpole from his majefty’s prefence 
and councils, as our author does, pages 58 and 59, would have 
coolly enquired, whether that motion was conftitutional and 
juft, or founded .on proper evidences ; or whether they who. 
chiefly fupported.it, did not afterwards give it up as indefenfi- 
ble. Sterility of language, and hacknied fentiments, are the 
only objeétions we have to our author’s reprefentation of Britifh 
affairs upon the continent, and in America, after the Spanifh 
war was declared. Had- he been poffefied of proper ta- 
lents, or information, he had a fine field to have difplayed 
both, p. 65, when he mentions the,ciange of miniftry when 
Sir Robert Walpole was created earl of Orford. Inftead of that, 
we have only a.tame narrative of what paffed without doors, 
and not the leaft infight into the meafures which that minifter 
took to fruitrate the parliamentary enquiry into his condud. 


Our author fays, p. 71, that the reafons for which ‘the French 


were not purtaed after the battle of Dettingen, are till un- 
known: 
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known : perhaps they aretohim. P. 74, after fome compli. 
ments paid to prince Charles (as our author calls him) and his 
family, he tells us, that ‘ Sir John Norris, who commanded a 
fleet fuperior to that of France, permitted the enemy to efcape.’ 
P. 79, whereour author mentions thé capture of M. Belleifle, and 
his brother, he might, very confiftently with his own plan, 
have fhewn, that tho’ that capture was legal, yet the legality of 
their detention in England, and refufing them as prifoners of 
war, the benefit of the cartel, was ftrongly altercated even 
amongit our general officers ; and that our court at laft, in faa, 
was obliged to give up the point. His account of the rebel- 
Tion is extremely fuperficial, and in fome parts falfe ; for the 
King himfelf never took the field on Finchley-Common, as this 
writer, p. 86, affirms he did. Pages 104 and 105, our author 
exhibits at fulllength the names of a great many refpectable per- 
fons, fome of whom are now alive, and perhaps may not thank 
him for what he has faid, together with the {tate of the court and 
country party ; the veracity of which may likewife be very juftly 
ueftioned. P. 116, he tells us, a company of traders ob 
tained 2 charter for a large traét of land upon the river Ohio in 
America. . Js our author fure of that important fa&t ? or is he 
fure that fuch a charter ever paffed the great feal? The 
remaining part of this performance is chiefly embellithed 
with the argumeiits, and fometimes the words that are to be 
found in the Confiderations on the German war, which were 
publithed by the fame bookfeller; but we cannot help being a 
little apprehenfive that our author has been off his guard 
when he wrote p. 133. It would look like ill nature to give 
our reafons for that opinion. From p. 140, our author’s ftile 
and manner is fo evidently altered for the better, that we can- 


not bring ourfelves to believe the fub{equent part of the per-- 


formance to be executed by the fame hand as the preeeding. 
The fame barrennefs of matter, ftalenefs of obfervation, and 
want of information, however, ftilt continue: In the mean 


while we cannot difown its being a tolerable good epitome of 


the news papers and magazines of the time. His defence of 
L— G S~ , which he begins in the notes upon p. 
226, is incomparably the beft part of his performance: and 
as an apology for the freedom he has taken with mini- 
fters, we are obliged, in juftice to his intrepidity, to infert his 
charaéter of a fet of men, whom, perhaps, in point of intereit, 


he had much lefs reafon to provoke. Speaking of L—G 
S , he fays, that * he was ftigmatized with the moft viru- 











lent infult that the moft favage breaft could fuggeft, while a 


parcel of mercenary beokfellers, men that would blaft the faireft 


character for the fake of getting a few pence, bafe and fearlefs 
in 
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in their conduét on fuch occafions, and all times wretches with- 
out any kind of principle, collected together their underftrap- 

rs, and poured fuch a-fhoal. of fcandalous and libellous pam- 
phlets into the hands of the public, as feemed to deluge the 
whole town.’ j 





—_—_ 


Art. VII. Fingal: 4” dntient Epic Poem, in Six Books: Toges 
ther with feveral other Poems, compofed by Offian the Son of Fin- 


gal. Tranflated from the Galic Language, by James Macpher- 
fon. 4¢to. Pr. 12s. Becketand Hondt. [Concluded] 


HE fourth book of this admirable poem is iatroduced 

with a kind of dedication to the fair Malvina, who appears 
tohave been enamoured of the gallant Ofcar, the fon of the 
bard Offian ; and, after the untimely death of that hero, to have 
taken pleafure in hearing his praifes fung by his reverend fa- 
ther. Fingal being at this period afleep, and the action natu- 
rallv fufpended, the poet judicioufly interpofes this epifode, re- 
lating to his own courtfhip of Everallin, the daughter of Bran- 
no, by which the reader is enabled the better to underftand fe- 
veral paffages that occur in the fequel of the poem. 


Having recountéd his own exploit againft his rival Cormac, 
whom he ‘flew in battle, he returns to his fubjeét of Fingal’s ex- 
pedition. Roufed by the apparition of Everallin, he flies to 
the afliftance of his fon Ofcar, who was engaged with the 
Danes, near the Red Oak of Lubar’s ftream. Nothing can be 
more magnificent than this defcription of himfelf. ‘ My {pear 
fupported my fteps, and my rattling armour rung. I hummed; 
as I wont in danger, the fongs of heroes of old—like diftant 
thunder Lochlin heard—they fled.’ The fame fituations will 
fuggeft the fame images to bards, who could not poffibly have 
the leaft communication with each other. , Milton reprefents 
Lucifer fupported on his fpear. ‘ My. rattling armour rung,? 
conveys the fame idea as the aodCnce de seuxt tw auTa, of 
Homer. His humming, in time of danger, the fong of heroes 
of old, is altogether conformable to the praétice of the Greeks, 
who fung the hymn to battle; and the flight of the enemy, on 
hearing his voice, is a circumftance exactly fimilar to the con- 
fufion of the Trojans, when they heard the voice of Achilles, 
after the death of Patroclus. 


Tels wey vmte Tagen peyaar laxe Aves AXIMsds, 

Tels &* sxuxnbncay Temes xacitot T Errixegos. 
Thrice from the wall the hero’s cries refounds, 
And thrice that cry the Trojan hoft confounds. 


But, 
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But, indeed, the very circumftance of crying three times is again 
mentioned with fuitable dignity, when Fingal awakes and fym. 
mons his chiefs to battle. * The King ftood by the ftone of Lu- 
bar ; and thrice reared his terrible voice—the deer ftarted from 
the fountains of Cromla; and all the rocks fhook on their 
hills.” We are doubtful of the propriety of the verb rear, thug 


applied to the voice. 


Fingal, in confequénce of his promife to Gaul, the fon of 
Mornii; retires from the fight, that this hero might have all the 
glory of the battle. ‘ He fhall lead my battle, that his fame 
may rife in the fong.’ This is an inftance of generofity the 
more remarkable, as Gaul commanded the tribe which’ had 
long difputed the pre-eminence with Fingal himfelf. The king’s 
retiring from the field is not lefs glorious than his firft advance 
to ‘battle. * Now like a dark and ttormy cloud, edged round 
with the red lighting of heaven, and fying weftward from the 
morning’s beam, the king of hills removed. Terrible is the 
light of his armour, and two fpears are in his hand. His 
gray hair falls on the wind.—_——He often looks back on the 
war. Three bardsattend the fon of fame, to carry his words 
to the heroes._——High on Cromla’s fide he fat, waving the 
lightning of his fword, and as -he waved we moved.’ 


What follows is a generous contention between Offian -and 
his beloved Ofcar, which laft refpeétfully intreats his father to 
retire with Fingal, that he (Ofcar) may have the fairer oppor- 
tunity to inherit his fame. The battle begins with great fury, 
and wonderful deeds of prowefs are performed by Gaul and Of 
fian arid Ofcar; neverthelefs, they are furrounded by a great 
fuperiority in number, and in danger of being overpowered, 
Fingal: perceives their fituation, and loth tq deprive, them of 
the glory of the vi€tory, by marching in perfon to their. afiift- 
ance, he fends Ullin the-bard to animate. their fpirits, by re- 
hearfing to them the deeds of their anceftors. . One would ima- 
gine the behaviour of Fingal upon this .o¢cafion had been li- 
terally copied. by Edward ILI. of England, who, at the battle of 
Crefly, remained aloof upon a hill, while his fon thie Black 
Prince was engaged with the whole power of France: Even 
when the prince was reprefented as in imminent danger, he 
would not move to his affiftance, left he fhould rob him of the 
glory of the day. Of all the Englith kings, Edward IIf. ap- 
proached the neareft to the character of Fingal, which is the 
perfection of chivalry. The addrefs of thebard to Gaul puts 
us in mind of the fpeech that Shakefpeare afcribes to.John of 
Gaunt, when his fon the duke of. Hereford ison the point of 
engaging Mowbray in fingle combat. ‘ Be thine arm.like thun- 
der; thine tyes like fire; thy heart of folid.oak, Whigl round 
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thy fword as a meteor at night, and lift thy fhield like the fame 
of death.” Gaunt, in the play of Richard II. fays, 


<* Be fwift as lightning in the execution ; 
And let thy blows doubly redoubled, 
Fall like amazing thunder on the cafque 
Of thy pernicious adverfary.” 


In order to aggrandize the charaer, or rather to fu 
the confequence of Fingal, it was neceflary that Gaul fhould 
fail in his enterprize. ‘The kingof Lochlin could be conquered 
by none but Fingal ; as Hector, in the Iliad, is referved-for the 


arm of Achilles. 


. € Now Fingal arofe in his might, and thrice he reared his 
yoice. Cromla anfwered around, and the fons of the defart 
ftood itill.—They bent their red faces to earth, afhamed at the 
prefence of Fingal. He came like a cloud of rain in the days 
of thefun, when flow it rolls on the hill, and fields expeé& the 
fhower. Swaran beheld the terrible king of Morven, and ftop-. 

ped in the midft of his courfe. Datk he leaned on his fpear, — 
rolling his red eyes around. Silent and tall he feemed as an 
oak on the banks of Lubar, which had its branches blafted.of. 
old by the lightning ef heaven.—It- bends over the ftream, and 
the gray mofs whiftles in the wind: fo ftood the king.- Then 
flowly he retired to the rifing heath of Len1. His thoufands 


' pour around the hero, and the darknefs of battle gathers on 


the hill.’ 


Let it be remembered, for the hondur of Offian, that Swaran 
on this occafion makes a much better figuré than Hettor, who 
fairly takes to his heels at the approach of Achilles ; and thus, 
not only vilifies his own character, but, in fo doing, detraéts 
from the merit of his conqueror. We may alfo obferve, that 
Fingal in this attitude is compared toa beam of heaven, and 
Achilles to a blazing fire, or the rifin; fun, “H wvyed; altaya 


yor, » HeAle aviovTes. - : 


The defcription of this battle abounds with beautiful fimiles, 
and fome fine touches of the pathetic. The found of the war 
aroufes the dejeéted Cuchullin in the cave of Cromla. He ad- 
vances with his chiefs towardsthe heath: ‘ They came,andfaw 
the tide of battle, like the crowded waves of the ocean; whea 
the dark winds blow from the deep, and rolls the billows thro” 
the fandy vale. ! 

‘Cuchullin kindled at the fight, and darknefs gathered ow 
his brow. His hand is on the fword of shis fathers :ehis red- 
rolling eyes on the for.- He thrice attempted to suth(t6 battle, 


and thrice did Connal ftop him. Chief of the ifle of Mift, he 
faid, 
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faid, Fingal fubdues the foe. Seek not a part of the fame of. 


the king ; himfelf-is like the ftorm. 


‘Then, Carril, go, replied the chief, and greet the king of 
Morven. When Lochlin falls away like a ftream after rain, 
and the noife of the battle isover.. Then be thy voice fweet 
in his ear to praife the king of fwords. Give him the fword of 
Caithbat, for Cuchullia is worthy no more to lift the arms of 
his fathers. 


‘ But, O ye ghofts of the lonely Cromla! ye fouls of chiefs 
that are no more! be ye the companions of Cuchullin, and talk 
to him in the cave of his forrow. For never more fhall I be 
renowned among .the mighty in the land. Iam like a begm 
that has fhone, like a miit that fled away, when the blaft of 
the morning came, and brightened the fhaggy fide of the hill. 
Connal! talk of arms no more; departed is my fame.—My 
fighs fhall be on Cromla’s wind ; till my footfteps ceafe to be 
feen,—And thou, white-bofom’d Bragela, mourn over the fall of 
my fame; for, vanquifhed, I will never return to thee, thou 
fun- beam of Dunfcrich.’ 


In the beginning of the fifth book Fingal and Swaran meet 


in battle ; and here the poet exerts himfelf in a very extraordi- 
nary manner, In reading the former defcriptions of exploits 
atchieved, by fecondary characters, we can hardly conceive in 
what manner the poet will fupport the.pre-eminence of his chief 
hero, when he is introduced upon the fcene: but when he 
makes his appearance, we fee with aftonifhment, that the bard 
has referved his chief ftrength for the important occafion, and 
raifed fuch a climax as all antiquity cannot parallel. We would 
defire the implicit admirers of Homer, to compare the battle 
between Achilles and Heétor with the defcription of this com- 
bat between Fingal and Swaran,. Achilles throws his fpear at 
Heétor, whom it mifles, and it is brought back to him by Mi- 
nerva. Hector launches his {pear at Achilles, but cannot pene- 
trate his thield. Then he draws his fword, in erder to attack 
the Grecian hero, who ‘kills him at one thruft, by direéting fhe 
point of his fpear to that part of the neck which was left unco- 
vered at the joining of the'armour. When the dying Hector 
adjures him, by all that is dear to him, to accept a ranfom fot 
his breathlefs coarfe ; he not only refafes to grant his requeft, 
in the moft infulting terms, but even expreffes a with, that his 
ftomach was ftrong enough: to allow him to eat-the ¢oarfe of 
his enemy : . . 

hi ydp was auTiv we mevos nal Sunde dvcin 

"Quy amotamyiusvoy neta ES usvee 
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Let us fee how the demeanour of Fingal is defcribed. 


« Whois that fo dark and terrible coming in the thunder of 
his courfe ? who is it but Starno’s fon to meet the king of Mor- 
ven? Behold the battle of the chiefs: it is fike the ftorm of 
the ocean, when. two fpirits meet far diftant, and contend for 
the rolling of the wave. The hunter hears the noife on his 
hill ; and fees the high billows advancing to Ardven’s fhore. 


¢ Such were the words of Connal, when the heroes met in 
the midft of their falling people. ‘There was the clang of arms ! 
there every blow, like the ‘hundred hammers of the furnace! 
Terrible is the battle of the kings, and horrid the look of their 
eyes. Their dark-brown thields are cleft in twain; and their 
fteel flies, broken, from their helmets. ‘They fling their wea- 
pons down. Each rufhes to his hero’s grafp. ‘Their finewy 
arms bend round each other : they turn from fide to fide, and 
ftrain and ftretch their large fpreading limbs below. But when 
the pride of their ftrengtharofe, they fthook the hill with their 
heels; rocks tumble from their places on high; the green- 
headed buthes are overturned. At length the ftrength. of 
Swaran fell ; and the king of the groves is bound, 


¢ Thus have I feen on Cona; but Conal behold no more, 
thus have I feen two dark hills removed from their place by 
the ftrength of the burfting ftream, | They turn from fide to 
fide, and their tall oaks meet oneanotheronhigh. Then they 
fall together with all their rocks and trees. The ftreams are 
turned by their fides, and the red ruin is feen afar, 


‘ Sons of the king of Morven, faid the noble Fingal, guard 
the king of Lochlin 3 for he is ftrong as his thoufand waves, 
His hand is taught to the battle, and his race of the times of 
old. Gaul, thou firft of my heroes, and Offian king of fongs, 
attend the friend of Agandecca, and raife to joy his grief,’ 


The battle is fusceeded by the affecting adventure.of Orla, 
flain by the hand of Fingal; the king's Jameptation for the 
death of his fon Rhyno, who felj in the battle; and.the beauti-. 
ful epifode of Gelchoffa and Lamderg, which was pninas tet 
yeaqamong the fragments. 


‘ Then Gaul and Offian fat with Swaran on the foe qiten 
banks of Lubar——-I toughed the harp to pleafe the king: But — 
gloomy was his brow: he rolled his red eyes towards: — 
The hero raourned his people.’ 


The fixth book opens on the fourth night, and ends. ofthe 
morning of the fixth day. ‘Cnchullin faw Fingafvi us, 
and mixed his joy with grief. The fun is bright on his armour, 
and Connal flowly followed——=—they fink behind the hill like 
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two pillars of the fire of night ; when winds purfue. ce ove 
the mountain, and the flaming heath refounds.” °Thou ghhe 
mourned the departure of his own fame, he had fent the bin 
Carril to congratulate Fingal on his vittory. ‘Carril was be. 
loved by Offian, who'exclaims. ‘ Hail, Carril, of other times, 
thy voice is like the harp on the hills of Tura. Thy words are 
pleafant as the fhower that falls on the fields of the fun thy 
fong is pleafant as the gale of {pring that fighs on the hunter’s 
ear, when he wakens trom dreams of j joy, and has heard the 
mufic of the f{pirits of the hill.? Nothing can convey a more 
favourable idea of Carril’s character, and of Offian’s heart, than 
thefe exprefiions of love and admiration ; fo little was the fon 
of Fingal tainted with the jealous envy that now prevails among 
the Childreh of the mufe. But his apottrophe;to the fpirit of 
the bard, in the beginning of the fixth book, is a moft affec- 


ing ftroke of poetical enthufiafm. 


‘ Be thy foul bleft, O Carril, in the midft of thy eddying 
winds. © that thou wouldft come to my hall when I'am alone 
by night !---And thou doft come, my friend, I hear often thy 
light hand on my harp; when it hangs on the diftant wall, and 
the feeble found touches my ear. Why doft thou not fpeak to 
mein my grief, and tell when I fhall behold my friends? But 
thou paifeft away in thy murmuring biaft; and thy wind 
whiftles through the gray hair of Offan,’ 


The poet, in order to reconcile the génerofity of Fingal with 
the affeftions of nature, and the events of probability, intro: 
ducés: very artfully a fong of the bards, ~by which it appears 
that Swaran was not ‘only the‘brotheriof Fingal’s beloved Agans 
decca, but alfo related to the king of the lonely hulls, whofe 
great grandmother was Inibaca, filter to the king of Lochtin. 





‘ Fingal faw the grief of Swaran, and fpoke to the firft of 
bards. Raife, ‘Ullin, raife the fong of peace, and foothe my 
foul after battle, that my ear may forget the noife of arms ; and 
ict an hundred harps be near to gladden the king of Loehlin: 
He muft depart from us with joy.” ‘Then the adventure ef 
‘Trenmor and Inibaca is rehearfed. Fingal ‘comforts his. van- 
quifhed foe :—*‘ Dreadful as the ftorm of thine ocean, thow haft 
poured thy valour forth: thy voice has been like the voice 
of thoufands, when they engage in battle. He generoufly 
gives him the alternative of returning to his, own country in 

eace :-—‘ or do’it thou chufe the fight? (fays.he) the combat 
which thy fathers gave to Trenmor, is thine ; that thou may’ft 
depart renowned like the fun fetting in the weft.’ Swaran, al- 
ready overcome by his fword, now yields to his generofity. : he 


declares he will never more fight with the } king of Morven: 
© Bleft 
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‘ Bleft be thy foul, thou king of fhells! (faid. Swaran’ of the 
_dark-brown fhield) in peace thoy art the gale. of {pring ; in 
war the mountain ftorm: take now my hand in friendfhip, thou 
noble king of Morven.’ Is not this conteft, in generous fenti-~ 
ment, infinitely more glorious and’ affe&ting than the war of 
fwords? ts there’ dny paffage in antiquity that difplays more 
“perfe& heroifin, § *’ i REESE 2484 97H 

'_. The king of, Lochlin,- being effedually confoled, Fingal en- 
quires. after the defponding Cuchullin, who-has fent him his 
{word by, Carril, with a declaration that he will never ufe it 
more, becaufe he hath been vanquifhed in battle. *'No, (res 
plied the king) Fingal fhall never take his fword, His arm is 
mighty in war ;. and -his fame fhall never fail.’. Then turning 
te the king of Lochlin,.he addreffes him in this beautiful apof- 
trophe. ‘O Swaran, king of the refounding woods, give all 
thy grief away---the vanquished, if brave, are ftil renowned--= 
they are like the fun in a cloud, when he hides his face in the - 


fouth ; but looks again an the hills of grafs.’ 


Swaran being difmiffed in peace, Fingal and his heroes iffue 
to the chace, and a deer is facrificed at the tomb of Ryno: on 
which occafion his father exhibits another pathetic fcene:of pa- 
ternal tendernefs, This ceremony being performed, he pra- 
ceeds to the cave of Tura, where. hé-finds Cuchullin, whofe 
grief he foothes with thgwarmeft expreflions of regard and:af, 
fection ; at the fame time chiding Connan, who {peaks to the 
prejudice of that difconfolate:hero. * Aad hereafter thou fhale 
he viftorious, faid Fingal king of fhells. The fame of Cuchul 
‘lin hall grow like the branchy tree of Cromla.. Manriy battles 
await thee, O chief, and many fhall be the wounds of thy hand, 


‘ Bring hither, Ofcar, the deer, and prepare the feaft of 
fhells ; that our fouls may rejoice after danger, and our friends 
delight in our prefence. 

‘ We fat, we feafted, and we fung. The foul of Cuchullin 
rofe. The ftrength of his arm returned; and gladnefs bright~ 
ened on his face, ; ak @ | 

‘ Ullin gave the fong, and Carril raifed the voice, J, often, 
joined the bards, and fung of battles of the {pear,—_—--Battles | 
where [ often fought ; now I fight no more, The fame 
of my former attions is ceafed; and 1 fit forlorn at the taimbs of 
my friends. i % | eS 

‘ Thus they paffed the night inthe! fong; and ‘brought back 
the morning with’ joy... Fingal arofe on the:heath, and fhook 
his glittering fpear in his hand.———He,.moved firit toward the 


plains of Lena, and we followed like aridge of fife. .~ 
fis E ; ‘ Spread 
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‘ Spread the fail, faid the king of Morven, and catch tHe 


winds that pour from Lena. We rofe on the wave with — 
fongs, and rufhed, with joy, through the foam of the ocean,’ 


We have, in the laft Number of our Review, pointed out 
fome of the beauties of this poem ; but as we have heard fome 
ingenious critics complain, that it wants variety both in images 
and character, we fhal] endeavour to weaken, in fome meafure, 
the force of ‘thefe objeftions. That it has not fuch a redun- 
dancy of figures as is found in the Miad and Odyffey, maft be 
univerfally allowed: but we ought to Temember, at the fame 
time, the very {mall proportion which it bears ‘in quantity to 
either of thofe performances. We ought to confider whether 
the narration flags for want of imagery; and if it is found ani- 
mating, interefting, and even tran{porting; from the beginning 
to the.end, conclude that-a:greater number of figures would 
have been fuperfluous, if not difagreeable, ; for am entertain- 
ment in being too lufcious, cloys the ftomach, and diforters the 
digeftion, Befides, when a ‘manfits-down to an agreeable re- 
paft, he ought te. enjoy the good chear, and thank the enter- 
tainer, without refleQing ‘upon him for not having provided a 
more fumptuous banquet. Semé of the fimiles and expreffions 
in Fingal, we muft confefs are often repeated ; yet, as they are 
all ficiking and beautiful, they ‘are ftill reviewed with plea- 
fute, 


With refpeét to the want of charaéter, the charge is, we ap- 
prehend, without foundation ;\ and we) will venture to fay, Of- 
fan is lefsexceptionable. than Virgil in: this particular. The 
charaéter of Fingal is fo exquifitely drawn, and fo admirably 
fultained, that he ftarts out upon’ the canvas, leaving all the 
fubfervient figures in fhade, attrafting. the chiefsattention, and 
commanding the chief applaufe. Swaran, king of Lochlin, is 
his oppofite in every thing but courage and perfonal prowefs, 
Fingal is moderate and gentle ; Swaran, proud and infoleat ; 
the Sot.isdentimental ; the Dane ferocious ;, the king.of Mor- 
ven fhines like the genial fun ; the lord of Lochlin glares like 
a baleful comet. Cuchullin, tho’ he refembles Fingal in gene- 
rofity atid valour, is reprefented in fuch a point of ‘view, as ren- 
ders Him'torally different from the charaGer of that hero. He 
is diftinguiflied by his jealous fenfibility, his modefty and def- 
pordénce. A very remarkable contratt is formed bythe cha- 
ra€ters of Connal and Calmar; the firft, fedate and cautious ; 
the ‘other, impetuous and overbearing. How finely does Fin- 
gal-charatterize his chiefs in thefe words: * Offian, ftand thou 
near my arm. Gaul, lift thy terrible’fword. . Fergus, bend 
thy crooked yew.. Throw, Fillan, thy lance throvgh heaven, 
. In 
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In Tike manner ‘Hardiknute charaéterifes his fons i in the cele- 
brated Scotch fragment, known by that name, + 


‘© Robin of Rothfay, bend thy bows | 
Thy arrows thot fae leil, ag Pa 
Mony a comely. countenance; eek ad 
They have turn’d to deedly pale,’ ° a 
Brade Thomas, take ye but your | ie 5* ope 
Ye neid nae. weapons, mare, ~. 

Gif ye fight wi'it as ye did ance | 
Gainftt Fa ied ’s fierce heir. 
Malcolm, ight ‘of. foot as flag 
That runs in foreft wyld,” 


‘ << 


avr i sue 
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higlonndn, who upbraids Cuchullin, beats a fiong séfemblance 
fo the Therfités of Homer; but:there is riot! in: Homer, >ror-in 
Virgil, nor in any other poem we know, a charaéter'which' equals 
that of. the venerable Offian himfelf, fecond to hisifather in-vir- 
tue. and valour, and fuperior to all inofublimity of genius; | 


» We fhiall not detain the reader by expatiating' on’ the ‘antiqui- 
ties of “Fingal, which are explained in the notes of thé’inge- 
nious editor, ~~’ pourgm@p! 9 


On the whole, if the Baie was a fpecies of, poetry; initituted 
to-celebrate the actions of heroes, that the hearer might be ani- 
mated by the example-of his anceftors ; or if it was intended to 
improve the.heart. as well as to foothe the uagination,{ by, con- 
veying the beft Jeffons of morality: in thei delightful, vehitle of 
poetical expreffions ‘and if the work: is: allowed tobe -perfect, 
when thefe intentions are effectually anfwered or’ fulfilled, we 
will venture to pronounce Fingal ‘ao perfe& Epic yee me as 
om a it to aK attention: atthe: ere ve fopey 
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Art. VIIT. Heécuba, a Tragedy,'as it is nat atthe Théatre- 
Rayal in’ Druty-Latie. “100. Pr. 15. 6a.” Dodftey. 


S CARCE any. thing within the cincle of the. Belles. Lettres 

hath made fo poor and contemptible a; figure amongtt us 
of late years as our dramatic poetry... In; _ comedy huspour and 
charaGer, are intirely forgotten, and nothin fucceeds, ut plot 
and intrigue, whillt tragedy-awriting is reduc l.toa mere.t mecha- 
nic art, and a few ftriking incidents, fo contrived, as, to. elevate 
and ferprize, or to give;.a, favourite.acor an, opportunity of 
fhewing his attitudes and ftage-tricks, fupply. the place of fa- 
ble, fentiment, and diétion; whilftthe lines __, oi 


invone.even tenor flow, 


Correétly cold, and regularly low. 
E 3 Modern 


~ 
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Modetn tragedy feems greatly to refemble. «modern archtteés- 
ture: we write juft as we build, only for the prefent time, and; 
not as we ufed to do, for pofterity. Our houfes are extremely 
neat.and elegant, rules and proportions are ftriftly obferved, 
and every thing fo conftruéted as to catch the eye, but at the 
fame time of the flighteft' materials, and totally void of that 
noble fimplicity and magnificence which appears-in our ancient 
itructures ; andit is juft the faine with our tragedies, where 
every thing is meafured out by rule and line, the unities 
ftriGly and religioufly obferved, and all the little fubftitutes 
which art hath invented, to fupply the place of genius, induf- 
trioufly fought after, and conitantly employed, All the bufi- 
nefs is thrown upon one aor; and alt the fentiments and 
fine ‘fpeeches put into the mouth of one, chara&er,. whilft 
the reft only ferve as fo many cyphers to {well the value of the 
one leading figure. ) 


When fuch is the corrupt and ridiculous tafte of the town, 
what has an author todo but to adapt himfelf to it ? if he can 
put a few neceflary guineas into his-pocket, and fell his copy 
well at the end of nine nights, it is. a. matter of little concern 
to him, whether the judicious approve or condemn it in the 
clofet. : > F 


The extraordinary fuccefs which’ fome very ‘indifferent’ pef2 
formances had Jately met with on the ftage, probably induced 
the author of Hecuba to try his fortune and’ we cannot ‘help 
thinking that, every thing confidered, “he had as fair pretences 
tu applaufe as many of his more fuccefefal brethren ; but 

Diis aliter vifum ef. : 

Heeuba ftruggled with difficulty a few nights through yawning 
audiences, and expired ; but whether fhe will ever come to 
life again, we aremot enough acquainted with theatrical myfte- 
ries todetermine. We fhall not pretend to call in queftion the 


judgment of the public on this occafion, as all our bufinefs is 
only to give a candid and impartial account o1 the performance, 


Hecuba coniifts of only three aéts ; ‘the reafon of which We 
cannot poflibly guefs at, as they take up nearly the time of five, 
and might eafily have been divided in the ufual manner. The 
ftory is fo well known to every fchool-boy, and in this learned 
age to every fair lady, that it would be unneceflary to repeat it; 
we fhall only therefore obferve, that the time of the action 
is that when, after thé facking of Trop, the Grecian fleet lay 
wind-bound at Cherfonejus. ‘The’ plot is thus coiiduéted. 

The fir a& opens with a converfation between Uh/fes and 
Tulidybius, who inform us that Hecuba, and her daughter Po- 


lyxena, 
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Syxena,ate.prifoners in the Grecian camp ; and that an ambaffa- — 
dor is juft arrived from Pyrechmes, king of Ponia, to treat with 
Agamemnon for their ranfom. This Uhfésteems averfe to, be- 
ing apprehenfive that, in this cafe, Polyxena might be foon mar- 
ried, and her children rekindle the flames of war, and preju- — 
di¢e the Greeks, (which, by the bye, is a fufpicion ridiculous 
enoiigh in Uh/fes.) This Pzonian ambaffador is, it feems, a 
young man named &riphylus, who turns out.afterwards to be the 
hero of the piece, and comes’ attended by an old’ man. named 
Melanthus. They enter to Uiyfés, and, aftera fhort converfation — 
with him, are introduced t& Polyxexa. Briphylus expreffes the ~ 
ftrongeft regard for Hécuba, and goes fo far as.to vow revenge 
againft the murtherer of herfon Po/ydore, who was fuppofed ta — 
have been killed by Poljmefor: Hecuba then comes out of ithe * 
tent, béing with difficulty perfuaded to fee Eriphylus, who tells , 
his meflage from Pyrechmes, and defires Hecuba totake fhelter at 
his court; which offer fhe atcepts, and the att concludes. 


The fecond a& opens with the melancholy news brought to 
Hecuba, by a meffenger who informs her that Chalkhas, the 
prieft, had declared, that the winds would never be favourable 
tothe Grecian fleet} till Polpxena,' Hecubars daughter, fhould be 
facrificed' to the: ghott of Achilles, who had appeared and deo 
manded it. Uh/fés then enters, and acqaaints her that it had ) 
been determined in council to facrifice Polyxena : Heeuba, in the: 
utmoft diftrefs, endeavours to foften U)fes, but in vain: the’ 
then rages, and accufés>tim as the caufe of her daughter's’ 
death : in fpite, however, of all her tears, and all her invéc-! 
tives, Polyxena is foréed?-from her. The queen abandopy here’ 
felf to grief and defpair, when a fudden change of fortutie’en- 
fies) and word is brought her, that Ariphjfas, the young aim-” 
baffaddr, ‘had refcuéd Polyxena from the guards, who were bear=’ 
ine Her- off-to the facrifitéand was conveying her as faft as poffi-' 
ble to his fhips, though purfued by a large party of Grecians,’ 
who were in queft of them Hécuba, fenfible of her great obli- 
gations to Eriphylas} talks of him to: Meket:hus, who! then informs 
her, that the valiant’ youth who had thus delivered’ Polyxena, 
was not Hriphylus, but-her own, for Polydore, ‘fuppofed to have 
been flain by Polymefor, but miraculoufly preferved’; to éonfirm 
which he produces @ wreath, which Pofydore had on when the 
gave hitn into the hands of his brother-in-law. Her gitef is’ 
now, ‘for a {hort time, changed into exiiltation, which is foort 
after increafed, by the news brought to her of Eriphylus’s having 
again routed the Greeks; which UA/es bearing, he leayes Heca- 
4a to go in purfuit of Eriphy/us, and the ac. ends. 


The third ‘aét Gegins with thewing us Eriphylas, who had 
been conquered and taken prifoner, in chains, Agelamthns en- 
EB 4 "ters 
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ters to him, and, to add to his misfortunes, defcribes the faeri- 
fice of his filter Po/yxena in the temple. The diftrefs is finely 
heightened by the appearance of Hecuba, who not having heard 
of the death of her daughter, imagines her fafe under the pro- © 
tection of her brother. Lriphylus, not willing to undeceive her, 
conceals from her the horrid truth, which however is foon dif. — 
covered by Ulyfis. Hecuba, fhocked at the death of her daugh- | 
ter, confeffes to Uyfes, that Eriphylus is her fon; on which a : 
fcuffle enfues between him and UAfes : the guards interpofe, 
and Eriphylus not being able to revenge himlelf on his enemy, 
turns. the dagger againft. his own breaft, and expires. This 
complet the miferies of the unfortunate Hecuba, who, aftera 
paule of filence, breaks out into rage and madnefs, and runs 
off,, Melanthus ends the play (a. little abruptly) with the fol- 
lowing lines : e : 

*, QOumelancholy fight ! that wretched man, 

Who to this world’s vain pomp devotes his foul, 

Here Jet him come——gaze on thefe dread remains, 

This monument of ruin’d royalty.’ 








Such is the plot of Hecuba, which, in our opinion, is not ill 
condu@ed ; and if the charaéters, we mean the fubordinate ones 
{for that of Hecuba is well fupported). had been more ftrongly 
marked, the fentiments more new-and ftriking,: and the di€tion, 
in general, lefs diffufeé, and more corre&, this tragedy might, 
for aught we know, have fucceeded, even though it had. not 
that moft effential recommendation fo abfolutely neceffary in 
thefe days, the affiftance of Mr. Garrick’s inimitable ation, 
the want of which we believe was the chief caufe of its fudden. 
death. The language is, in general, eafy and flowing; though 
we now andthen meet with * fome verfes that are faulty in their. 
meafure. When Uspffes is laying his {chemes to keep Polpxena in 
Greece, he fays ) | 

tyes, if the wizard 
» «D’ve egnyar’d up, wave tkilfutly his wand 3 
The prineefs fhall be fetter’d with a charm 
Fafter than his fond efforts can ando.’ “— 

The author, we.are afraid, is here guilty of a kind of anachroe 
nifm, in thaking Ui fés'talk of wizards, wands, and charms, which 
were-not much in fafhionin'Greece. Hemight as well have 
made him talk of the ghoft: in Cock~Lane. We are not fond of 

mare i et “Seibel dy cia, . 

‘So vaft, humanity trembles to think her—— 

A terrible fpeétre, ftern ‘Achilles’ phoft: - 

And called them pitilefs ‘gods ?° a fight horrid——— 

Nothing can mitigate, nothing-can fharpen———. 
ftrange conjeétures,’ | 





the 

















alan aM gh 
the frequent repetition of the words * do, did, and doth, Kingly 
Spoufals is, we think, a wile phrafe 5 7 and fo is young ing. When 
Hecuba talks of, | 
‘Patt joys o’erlaid with many a ‘ding woe?” 


it is rather too much in the ftile of'a fat pate or. midwias and 
when Ulyfes fays:t0 \Polydare, : HtaK Geb eel 5 

‘ Thus f arref? thees t Sot DRStads. is 
the ‘idea of a hero difappears, to make room’ ‘for that’ OF a 
catchpole. 

The unknown author of Hecuba wil we hopes ¢ ish ge se’ be- 
dom we have here'taken, in the cenfure of fome’ th ex- 
preffions, when we at the fame time. acknowle neato the 
piece has, upon the whole, a great deal of ‘metit's a do 
the juftice to own, that the following. defcription ‘ of fe 
fice of Polyxenay which we 'fhall- lay before our » has a 
claffic elegance and fimplicity init, much fuperior te ahy thing 
which modern umngeey has produced for fome years aes 

: “The Greéiafy hoft, °° eui 1° 


Circling the tomb, in folemn-filenceftood.. ., .j » Hide 
Pyrrhus, high’ on ‘the front; ‘the; royal widtim «5 35/5,.- 
_Plac’d with due rev’rence; a ete band ..55 jo sed) 5 

Of Grecian youths follow’d wi wit pentive.f pace... 


. While with Jow hand, crown’d; tothe brim, he i af ime! 
A golden. goblet to, his father’s ghott. wind ow ide vette) 
Then waving thrice his arm,. the, prieft; proctaim’d,. tog 





Silence. A death-like filence ftill’dthe fhore...,.:, 9...4; 
Wher Pyrrhus thus, ‘¢ Oh. father moft esatea'd Z 13 iw? iz 
Receive this'due jibation. to.thy fhade, ATT ote 
- This pure immaculate fiream of virgin’s, blood, 1g Wwe ate 8% > 
‘Rife; fon of. Peleus, ‘to.our vows propitious; yy ie taper r 
Rife and receive 4 thy fon’s, the army 's offetings: 49048 
Unmoor the’ fleet; and to ourlonging ¢yes © sitet: 


~ ‘Reftore our country ?”+-++-Everyfoldienechoed, 33 |: 
<< Reftoré ou# country.”-+~—--Suddenthen;his, hand: 
Untheath’d the era fwordtat: 203 cid asd MTs 


#  Quith: atthe fight, ohtisesdyT 
‘ "The youth spprosch’d—She faw,-andthus the fpake,..\ 


Heroes of Greece ! You who imaihes laidis::ca y0.¢'975w 
' My conquer'd countty }. Letind hagd profane «) wid sherm 
‘Touch-me:*My~heart unfhrinking-“meets-the blow? —>~ 


m 








Not like a flaye— meth of Greece aes ae 
, <= Dahpen 0 my minds, ond sa) .sldin st. A y 
I do dely the daits. of . Mefting, (N91) Hows bu A 
op op & Tav’ping, wolf, ud £2 BAMIO, 


a 





Did fromi my bofom tear 
Doth more than 27 
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But Jike great Priam’s daughter, oh permit me, 

Free as my birth t’approach the gods befow 3 °° “ 

Not likea flave.«—Hetoés of Greece forbid? °” 

A fav’ring murmur follow’d; and the youth 
Drew back at Pyrrhus*nod. Down from her hat 
With rofythame, the ftript her virgin veiljoem oot v5": 
And bar’d her beauteous breaft, that far arpa 

Ev’n Dian’s ftatue. Theo sponone knee , ; 

Thefe mournful words the fpake; Lo,. prince, my bofom, 
Deep in my heart the friéndly faulchion fix- 
One wretched boon I beg-——— My breathlefs corfe 
Unbought reftore to my deat mother’s armsy* "Vo" 
OH Tet Hee tears the precious purchafe pay!?'> 
She fid+LTears guft’d {rérn every Grecian: ayers 
Ev’n Fk paus’d. Ittefolute; aghatts - 

He rolf’¢ his' eyes, and wildly ftruck the von 
She feil}* and falling, carefully compos'd' 

Her detent limbs.°—=""" th De 


The Prologue i is pein, by, Mr. -eiloyd, and St aeacee but 
a dull attempt to wit, im afew fevere lines on, the. Greek theatre. 
"The Epilogue, by Mr. Corvict dias fome archnels i in: it. 
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At a period when aa 0 2 realy na go berigath its own 
weight, and books. niultiply without -the -difplay: of genius, 

or progreflion .of Knowledge, the pwhlication.ef.2 work, not 
unworthy of the Auguftamage; ovuit afford: fatisfaQion, to every 
reader of true tafte and difcernment, and. to every fincere friend 
of literature. Mr. Humé.imiane ef thofe;fews writers, .whofe 
fame will encreafé tm the &ame- proportion thatthe ,buman un- 
derftandinglis cultivated :; his abilities have alceads contributed 
eminently to wipe off the ‘treproadhitoa. long grged by foreigners, 
that the genius of the Beitifh mation was either averfe or une- 
qua to, hittarical composition, . France, Spain,_Ltaly, Holland, 
and even the more piiciyiliged nations of the Nonh, have their 
hiftorians, who nivalothe;, mot, celebrated writers of antiquity. 
Great Britain hath, for centuries paft, had ja. principal fhare in 
the wars, politics,,and erudition -of - Europe 3, the freedom -of 
her happy-conttitution admits pf the -full-difplay—of talents. 
her inhabitants are celebrated among franPérefor their national 
pride, ferocity, fpirit, refleclon, "and judgment ; dnd ‘fer lan- 
guage is confeffed to be manly; nervous, and copious 5 ; never- 
thelefs, 
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thelefs, our author’s:hiftory of the houfés of Stuart and Tudor,. 
Dr. Smollett’s Complete Hiftory-of England,;and Dr. Robert- 
fon’s Hiftory of Scotland, are perhaps the only inftances which 
can be produced ‘a the credit of the. nation, in this {pecies. of 
compofition, unlefs.we, except the hiftorical pieces of Bucha- 
nan, Bacon, and the earl of Clarendon; the frit Selbpeated 
for the elegance of his Latinity ; the fecond, for his 
in the-knowledge of the human heart j ;, and the ‘ald oy 

beauty.of his charaéters, “begge.te09 


From the peculiar civcumftations of this ifland, it manie 
turally be imagined that. biftory is the. province i ‘iy 
adapted to the genius and dilpofition. of ‘the people. Tae Mk, 
nature of the goverment, the eonititutional, 
vafling publicly in the fenate every meafure of; ieaaasepee: 
tance, the extraordinary revolutions which: have been effedted i in 
church and ftate; the: vaft extenfici of commerce, naval pow- , 
er, arts, luxury,'and refinement, and} laftly; the fare eftablith, 
ment of nationaltiberty-on its prefent folid bafis, ali furnifi the 
greateft advantapes to an hiftorian,’ and ‘open an! unbounded 
field ‘for. the’ difplay of genius,’ fentiment, fagacity; file; hog 
évery beauty of fin@compofition. ‘© '~* 





Till of late years the elaborate work of M. Rapin< de Thay 
ras was confidered as the only regular, complete, and well di- 
gefted annals of the tranfaétions of this country. “The fudcels 
of his undertaking. would feem to have animated one 
learned natives to ruo the fame courfe. They ‘pretended 
hold, the. Frenchman in the light of a mere painful vi mpiler of 
materials, whe had dug from the mine.the ore which they were, 
to purify and refine ; they profeffed t to correct his ertors,: foften, 
his prejudices, retrench his fuperfluities, and polith and enliven 
his narrative 3. but, the public expectation raifed , high by vaft, 
promiles, was s dilappointed, our sivals in arms and arts had frefl, 
— caule of triumph, and all the world jpined i in the. : Jame. Opi-, 
nion, that our i land produced excellent critics ant po ticians,, 
but very indifferent, hiftorians. , Rap in was, indeed, detected in, 
a variety of grofs blunders ; : the p me of liberty, were “well 
explained, and. every -minute whee of the political machine a ac= 
curately defcribed; but. the elegant uniformity of texture, the 
chafte fimplicity. of didtion, the flowing harmony of. compofi- 
tion, the unrufiled tapid narrative, in. a word, the foul: nd {pi-, 
rit of true hiftory were wanting, Ss and thofe enormous fitios were 
treafured up in the libraries of the curious, as~ufeful Tepofitos, 
ries of facts, and. monuments rather of the induitry and. erudi- 
tion than of the genius of the authors. . 


Such was the ftate of the Britith hiftory, whies Mr. Hume eX 
hibited the firft fpecimen of the work ‘now completed bya retro 
greflive 











65 Hume's Hiffory of England. ° 
gteffive progrefs, and confirmed the general opinion entertained’ 
of his learning and capacity. ‘There was fomething fo original, . 
refined, and mafterly in his fentiments, that even thofe who dif. 
fented from his principles confeffed his merit,’ ‘His'fevere ftric- 
tures on the hierarchy, the boldnefs of his réligious, moral, and 
political refle&tions ; his fometimes paradoxical pofitions, ex- 
treme tefinement, and philofophifing talent, gave offence ; but 
at the-fame time commanded refpeét, and, in the end, triumphed 
over oppofition. No writer hath more fortunately hit upon the 
method of rendering hiftory inftru@ive than our ingenious. au- 
thor, whofe work may be regarded as a table of the human 
pafiions, {tripped of all difguifé, Jaid naked to the eye, and dif- 
fefted’ by the mafterly hand of a curious artift. We fee aétions, 
traced up to their firft'{prings and atnating -principles, in fo 
natural a manner, that.we cannot avoid giving our affent to 
Mr. Hume’s conclufions, even when they. difagree with thofe we 
fhould have formed from’ a perufal of the: fimple faas, He 
compares circumftances fo accurately, pierces. with fo keen a 
glance into the darkeft recefles of the heart,..and difpofes every 
part of the fame objed in-fo, collective, juft,and ftriking a point 
of view, that the judgment immediately. acquiefces, becaufe the, 
imagination is ftrongly captivated, and the perfuafion, as _irre- 
fiftible\as the arguments are convincing.” He appears .not. only 
the philofopher and politician, but in many inftances the ora- 
tor, although his ftile be fometimes tin@ured with impurity, 
Little indelicacies of digtion. offend extreme fenfibility ; but they 
are, in general, abforbed in the torrent.of nervous elocutjon, 
and rapid fentiment. Mr, Hume, however, farce. ever. ven- 
tures upon figure or metaphor, which. always diftinguifhes a 
warm imagination, and when introduced with difcretion, and 
fuftained with’ propriety, imparts great ‘beauty and claffical ele- 
gancte’'to  hiftorical’ narration. © Of this' we‘havé’ @ ftriking in 
ftance in the Complete Hiftory of England; ‘tow publifhing, by 2 
contemporary wtitet, to whofe ierit ‘we ‘have had frequent oc- 
cafion ‘to’ pay the tribute ‘of ‘applaufé.'* His’ file iS Tes clof, 
energie; and pointed, than ‘that of ‘tir atithor? butir is more 
chafte; flowing, fublime, and’ défcriptive. "‘He'would feem to 
have fniitated the engaging 'matiner of Paterculus, while Mr.” 
Huime’s'! genius léd him “into the path markéd out by the 
manly Tacitus ; and we muft confefs, under corre&tion of the’ 
Critics): that we think the former. fuperior to the latter in point. 
of hiftorical compofition. « In aclong courfe’ of ‘narrative, the 
ear tires with fhort uniform periods, which: give)an air of ftiff- 
nefsy; arid ‘laboured-correétnefs, to what oughtiefpetially to ap- 
pear fmooth; eafy, and'variegatetl., .Had Seneca wrote a hifto- 
ry, it would have been like his philofophy, difagreeably fenten- 
tious ; and if we may be allowed to fpeak our own opinion, we 
fhould 
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fhould imagine that this elaborate diction ought to, be wholly 
confined to refle€tion, and fubjeéts where abundance of matter 
is neceflarily crowded within a finall compafs. 


Antithefis too is a fault into which Mr. Hume hath bitinn a 
duced, contrary to his better judgment. A thetotician,, and 
even an hiftorian, may fometimes fhade oppofite: qualitic 
contrafting them ; but a play of words or’ thoughts is. puerile, . 
and much beneath the dignity of any hiftorical fubjett:." Vol- 
taire’s fprightly wit and fatirical genius, hath frequently led him 
into this trefpafs againft the laws of grave narrative ;‘but no 
man ever fet up that ingenious French. wrifer as a model of hif- 
torical excellence, though no biographer: ever furnithed more 
entertainment to the public. Nor fhould the example of. Ci- 
cero have greater weight, though he frequently introduces this 
mode of fmartnefs into his fineft pieces of eloquence. ‘It ated 
to be confidered that he is pleading before an audience, Ww hofe 
paffions and good opinion it is his bufidels to engage at the CXr- 


pence of juft compofition. 


As to our author’s difpofition, it is Sees; natural; and des 
monftrative of a diftin@ arrangement of ideas. “The partsiare _ 
well combined; they glide gently into each other,’ like’ the 
lights and fhades'in painting, and no new fubje& is introduced 
before the reader’ is fufficiently prepared) Hence-it is; that the 
memory will be fupplied with greater ftore.of ufeful fads from ‘a 
fingle perufal of the concife hiftory before us, than from the 
eternal ftudy of the numerous immenfe folios publithed upon 
the fame fubje& ; for there cannot be a greater obftacle:to ré- 
tention than’ want of method, nor a ‘ftronger pat that the 
writer had not fully digefted his materials. 


In point of. refleftion Mr.. Hume is excelled by. no writer that 
we know, whether we,confider, the propricty,, novelty, depth, 
or energy of his fentiments. In,,the two preceding publica- 
tions of this hiftory,, he.evinced himfelf the friend only of vir. 
tue. Attached to no:party, fwayed-by.no prejudices, he boldly, 
attacked vice, and unmatked hypoorify, whether. i ina monarch, 
or a fubjeét, without regard to the feét,. the: principles,, of the. 
religion of the obje& 3 nor was. his praife, dittributed, with lef 
impartiality : even.Cromwell’s felf was moet ths. Jutk fe 
bute. | 5 fm 


We find our hiftoriam now engaged in a feene. more remote, 
and confequently: lefs ‘trying to:the paffjons., Zeal cannot'be 
greatly inflamed, nor prejudice deeply interefted in. the revolu- 
tions of a barbarous-period; ‘it therefore requires all the pow- 
ers of genius: to-fuftain: the fubjett, and keep awake the atten- 
tion, through fo long a narrative of tranfactions with which we 

are 
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are little affected. Mr.-Hume-hath enlivened it by the fineft re, 
marks on ‘characters, manners, cuftoms, Jaws, policy, the hu. 
man heart, and the progrefs of arts, fcienéey: and the under; 
ftanding.' Were we to’ clofe in with-the opinion of thofe cri- 
tics who affirm that all reflection ought to be left to the mind of 
the reader, as being foreign to the bufinefs_of the hiftorian, we 
fhould deprive ourfelves of abundance of entertainment and in- 
ftructions» The heart may, be affected by, pathetic narrative ; 
but the mind: will always be improved by folid refletion, The 
fineft writers of antiquity are no lefs admirable for the beauty 
of their narrative; than for the richnefs of their imagination, 
force, 'and propriety ef, refleion. Livy and Velleius Patercu- 
jus, animate and affeét by the ftrength of painting, and height 
of colouring : they have poffibly carried poetical beauty to ex- 
cefs » while Tacitus, and even Salluit, open: and enlarge the un- 
derftanding by the refleftive powers. If clofe,imitation of the 
fine writers of antiquity, be the teft of modern compofition, 
how fhall we judge by this ftandard, while thofe writers differ 
from each other ? The truth is, perfection may be found in all 
or in fieither, juft as they happen to excel in their feveral kinds ; 
and the modern hiftorian, who ¢quals Livy or Paterculus, muft 
be deemed on a footing with*him who is the exa& copy of Sal- 
luit‘or Tacitus, until the feveral pretenfions of thefe claflics to 
fupetior merit be finally adjufted.. It would be as difficult for 
a philofopher, or politician, to acquire eminence in defcription, 
as for a poet to excel in refinement, fubtlety, and argument, » 


The view which our author prefents of the ftate of ancient 
Britain, and of the Roman conqueft, is extremely. concife, be- 
caufe he chufes to refer us to the Latin and Greek writers, from 
whom we muft deduce all our knowledge of this period. Cefar, 
Tacitus, Dio, Heredian, and other writers, may be confulted 
with as much fatisfaétion and advantage as the beft compila- 
tion. It is otherwife with refpe& to the fucceeding Saxon pe- 
ried, during which learning was more cultivated than tafte, and 
every emotion of the heart was abforbed in fufperftition. Be- 
fides, the total revolution effe€ted by this people in-genius, man~ 
ners, and government, required the ftricteft attention, as no- 
thing more is exhibited by the rude hiltorians of that age, than 
faéts, in the relation of which they frequently difagree. Senfi- 
ble that modern writers have borrowed implicitly from each 
other, without giving themfelves the trouble of confulting an- 
cient documents, Mr. Hume has recourfe to the original fources 
of intelligence, ‘whence it is that he has, in, our opinion, 
thrown new light upon the Saxon civil and political.conftitu- 
tion. His review of the military exploits, and civil inftitutions 


of the etcat Alfred, fet the character of that extraordinary mo 
narch 
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farch in the moft wee ow light! ‘We cannoty indeed, fuf. 
ficiently admireé‘the genit $, judgment, ‘and erudition, difplayed 
by the mafterly author) upon an ‘apparently favourite topic 5 
and we concludethe hiftory of this glorious reign, with fentiments 
of equal eftcem for the Virttes OF the prince; ‘and ‘thé talents of 
the hiftorian.' Tithe appendix ‘annexed to the-Saxon hiftory, 
the author defcends to a very "particular account of the ‘Anglo 
Saxon govertiment, laws of: fucteffion, national aflemblice, no- 
bility, courts’ Of jaitice, ‘criminal aw,’ and other peculiarities of 
thofe people; if Whith he‘ evinces his deep knowledge in the 
antiquities’ of ‘this ‘counti'y ; advances fome difputableaffertions, 
and fapports’ them with extremely ingenious, thoagh:not always 
conettive drgumiénts: ‘To ‘enter upon a diftuffion of thele 
points; ‘would demand more fpace and leifure than we have to 
beltow? tiowever} ‘the reader who is curious to obtain a know- 
led e '6F ithe peculiar notions of our author, may compare him 
*Rapin’s account of 'the Wittenagemot, or Sagon’parlia- 
miei: ant?Mr.’ Guthrie’s fecond and third differtations: fub- 
joined’ to’ the fecond volume of his hiftory, without taking the 
labouf of 'tufning over ‘all that antiquaries have-advanced on 
the fubjedt.”’ We could wifh “he-Had enlarged more:tpan that 
long-difputéd ‘gueftion, «whether the crown of Scotland was 
at any petiod of time depetident on that of Bugland, or at 
leaft a$ early 43 fhe Saxon’ povernment?’ This queftion, in- 
deed, is rather Curious than ufefuls Dut as é¢ ftilk furnithes mat- 
ter of ‘debdte;- it ‘would ‘afford fatisfadtion to fee it difcuffed by 
fo able and impartial a writer.———Prudence, indeed, and the 
fear of reviving ancient animofities, a pofhibly have occa- 
fioned Mr. Hume’s filence. 


A point of lefs confequence, i in our opinion, hath employed 
all’ our author’s talents: ‘What avails it to ‘the prefent genera- 
tion} whether William duke of Normatdy facceeded to the 
erowit ‘of England by the will of Edward, in eonfequence of 
private tacts or by right of eonqueft? The principal argu- 
ment brought'in’ proof, that William was attually the conqueror 
of Bngland,,,is adduced-from.the defpotifm of his government ; 
but Mr. Hume-ought to have redleted, that. tyranny may be 
exerted wndegicertain, circumftances even in a. limited, govern- 
ment, where the, prince has fucceeded by election or the right 
of inheritanges, However, though we mutt .diffent from his 
conclufigns,; we, ouit in, juitice acknowledge, that the whole 
argument, is treated with great: abllity and candour, Perhaps 
he may be,acculed of foftenjng. the features of this ar arbitrary 
prince beyond, iu priltoriany truth. admits, , 
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« Few princes (fays he) nen been more fortunate thar this 


great monarch, or were bettet\entitled to grandeur, and prof. 
perity, from the abilities and the.vigour of mind which he dif 
playedin all his condué. His fpirit was bold and enterprifing, 
yet guided with-prudence : hisambition, which was exorbitant, 
and lay little under the reftraint of juftice, and ftill Jefs under 
that of humanity, fiill fubmitted to the ditates of reafon and 
found policy. . Born in an age when the minds of men were in- 
tractable and, unacquainted with fubmiffion, he was yet able, to 


dire& them to his purpofes; and partly from the afcendant of — 


his vehement character, partly from art and diffimulation, to 
eftablith,an unlimited authority. Though not infenfible to ge. 
nerofity, -he was hardened againft compaffion; and he feemed 
equally oftentatious and ambitious of eclat in his clemency and 
in his feverity.. The maxims of his adminiftration were auftere ; 
but might bave been ufeful, had they been folely employed in 
preferving order in an eftablifhed government : they were ill 
calculated. for foftening the rigours, which, under the moft gen- 
tle management, are infeparable from conqueft. His attempt 
againft Zugland was the laft great enterprize of the kind, which, 
during the courfe of feven hundred years, has fully fucceeded 
jn Europe ; and the greatnefs of his genius broke thro’ thofe 
limits, which firft the feudal inftitutions, then the refined policy 
of princes, have fixed to the feveral ftates of Chriftendom. 
Though he rendeyed himfelf infinitely odious to his Englith 
fubjeéts, he tranfmitted his power to his pofterity, and the 
throne is ftill filled by his defcendants : a proof, that the foun- 
dations which he laid were firm and folid, and that, amidft all 
his violences, while he feemed only to gratify the prefent paf- 
fion, he had fiill an eye towards futurity.’ 


He is no lefs partial to the charaéter of Henry fF. who is ce+ 
lebrated as the moft accomplifhed monarch who had ever worn 
the Englith diadem ; whereas, if we credit other hiftorians, 
Henry indeed was learned, able, and brave; but he was si- 
gid, vindictive, cruel, incontinent, and inexorable. 


According to Mr. Hume, he ‘ poffeffed all the qualities both 
of body and mind, natural and acquired, which could fit him 
for the high ftation to which he attained. His perfon was 
manly, his countenance engaging, hig eyes clear, ferene, and 
penetrating. ‘The affability of his addrefs encouraged thofe 
who might be overawed by the fenfe of his dignity or of his 
wifdom ; and tho” he often indulged his facetious humour, he 
knew how to temper it with difcretion, and ever kept at a dif 
tance from all indecent familiarities with his courtiers. His 


fuperior eloquence and judgment would bave given him an af- 
cendant 
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s{cendent even had he been born in a private ftation ; and his 
erfonal bravery would have procured him refpect,- eventhough 
it had been lefs. fupported by art and policy. By his great proq 
refs in literature, he acquired the name of Beau-clerc, or the 

fcholar ; but his application to thefe fedentary purfuits abated 

nothing of the activity and vigilance of. his goverament }: and 

though the learning of that age was: better fitted: to corfupt 

than improve the underftanding, his: natural good. fenfe: pre- 

ferved itfel&untainted both from the. pedantry ‘and fuperftition, 

which were then do prevalent.among men of Jetters. : Histtein- 
per was very fufceptible. ef the fentiments, as. well of ifriend>. 

fhip as of refentment;.and bis ambition, though’: highs might. 
be efteemed. moderate and reafonable.; had» nor ‘his conduét ros | 
wards his beetherand, n¢phew fhowed:.that ‘he: was:tooatiach | 

difpofed to, facrifice, to it, all the: maxims of quftice.and equity. — 
But the total, ineapatity) of Robert for government afforded his 

younger brothera rcafon og pretence. for feizing the iceprer both: 
of Normandy, and Eagiand ;. and when violence and whirpation 

are once. begun, neceflity, obliges. a sprince to centinuedm the 

fame criminal eourles and engages him, in. meafuresy which his 
better judgment anc ipunder principles would otherwifé: have 
induced him to rejet with warmth and iddignation.’ 


Doth not the latter ‘part’ of this defeription febmn a inere apo='_ 
logy in favour of vices that admit of no extéhuation ; ‘for with. 
fach acquifemefits and ‘natural talents as Hehiry cértalily pol* 
feffed, his foibles were inexcufable. | 


To particularize all the ‘inftapces i in which Bde. Hime diffents 
from other modern hiftorians, would appear a dry .and,uninte- 
reftirig critique to ourreaders. In genegal,,.he hath,drawnghis 
chara¢lers from facts, though he fometimes gives. play to his 
fancy, and indulges in peculiarity. ‘Wherever be finds any op- 
portunity for advancing novel ¢ opinions; Mr. Hurife embraces it; 
and feldom fails. df giving entertainment,’ and encféafin our 
idea of his-capacity’} boi we poftpone our farther remarks to a 
future article, and cléfe this-with obferving; “that the didion is 
fo nervous, the difpoGtion fo. clear, the  refleGiions fo original 
and energic,. the HA BATE fa ftikingly, marked, . without, be- “2 
ing overcharged; and.the wfiter’s candgur,, penetrations and 
pood fenfé fo contpicugys, that we may, fa. ely, VENtULe LQ PTOr 
hounce Mr. Hyme’s perfarmance, at, Jeaft, ‘Hpon,a osreN wit 
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the beft modern }ilforical sede haut 3 in, any ADEWABE: 
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Art. X. The Life and Opinions of Triftram Shandy, Gent, 
Vols5, 6. 8v0. P. 5s. Becket. 


M* S might have faved himfelf the trouble of fign. 
ing his name to each volume of this performance; a 
precaution firft ufed (if we miftake not) by the ingenious Mrs. 
Conftantia Philips, as it would be impoffible for any reader, 
even of the leaft difcernment, not to fee in the pernfal of half 
a page, that thefe volumes can be the produétion of no other 
than the original author of Triftram Shandy. Here we find 
the fame unconnected rhapfody, the fame rambling digreffion, 
the eccentric humour, the peculiar wit, petulance, pruriency 
and oitentation of learning, by which the former part was fo 
happily diftinguifhed. With refpeét to the moral tendency of 
the work, and the decency of the execution, we fhall refer the 
reader to the obfervations ef other critics, who have taken the 
trouble to difcufs thefe particulars: our bufinefs fhall be to con- 
fider how far the performance conduces to the entertainment or 
information of the reader. Common juftice obliges us to own 
that it contains much good fatire on the follies of life; many 
pertinent remarks on charaéters and things; and fome pathetic 
touches of nature, which compels us to wifh the author had 
never ftooped to the exhibition of buffoonery. The incidents 
upon which thefe two volumes turn, are thefe: a ridiculous 
difafter which happened to Triftram Shandy in his infancy, and 
which we think rather too impure to be repeated; the death 
ef lieutenant le Fever; and the memoirs of uncle Toby. 
All thefe incidents, however, are comprehended in a very few 
pages. The reit of the book is filled with fine things to make 
the reader laugh and ftare, and wonder with a foolith face of 
praife, at the witty conceits and immenfe erudition of the au- 
thor. But the author of Triftram Shandy, with all his merit, 
is not fo much of an original as he is commonly imagined. Ra- 
belais dealt in the fame kind of haberdafhery.. His wit was a 
bright, his fatite as keen, and his humour as powerful as any 
we have yet feen in Triftram Shandy. He had his extravagant: 
rhapfodies, his abrupt tranfitions, his flux of matter, his fami- 
liar apoftrophes, his difquifitions on arts and fciences, theology 
and ethics; his Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanifh, High 
Dutch, Low Dutch, Lanternois, &e. his decent allufions to the 
work of generation, and the parts that diftinguifh the fexes; 
and his cleanly comments upon inteftinal exoneration. Every 
body has heard of his Torche-cul, his Rondeau, beginning Ea 
chiant, Fc. his Emerald que avoit une wertu ereive (S confortative 
du membre naturel; and his difpute de ventre infpiciendo. But, 


we are forced to acknowledge there are fome flrokes of humour 
is 
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in Triftram Shandy, which far tranfcend any thing in the French 
a For example, can any thing be more witty than page 

147, Vol. II. which is left blank for the entertainment of the 
reader ? This is.to elevate and furprize—-and what can be more 
fagacious or fatirical than the remark upon this blank page. 
‘«‘ Thrice happy book! thou wilt have one page at leaft, within 
thy covers, which malice will not blacken, and which ignorance 
cannot mifreprefent.” 4 fortiori, had all the leaves been blank, 
the author would have been ftill more exempt from the arrows 
of cenfure. In that cafe we could only have faid, that he fold 
his memorandum-books too dear. This conceit of leaving a 
blank leaf in order to difappoint the critic, puts us in mind of 
a puritan who flept all Sunday that he might not break the Sab- 
bath, and then boatted of his having committed no fin on the 
feventh day, though he had cheated all the-other fix, For our 
parts, we give Triftram credit for his blank leaf, as likewife for 
the'afterifks, dafhes, hiatufes, and indented lines which help 
to fill up the volume, and throw the reader into: an agreeable 
maze of perplexity and conjeéture. We moreover fubfcribe to 
the unfpeakable humour contained in the following facetious 
paragraph. 





_ © Ptr. r..ing—twing—twang—prut—trut———’tis a curfed 
bad fiddle-—Do you know whether my fidddle’s in tune or no? 
—trut..prut...-They fhould be A/t4s,-——’Tis wickedly ftrung 
—tr...a.¢.i.0.u.-twang.—The bridge is a mile too high, and the 
found-poft abfolutely down,—elfe—trut, . prut—hark! ’tis 
not fo bad a tone.—Diddle diddle, diddle diddle, diddle diddle, 
dum. There is nothing in playing before good judges,—but 
there’s a man there—no—not him with the bundle under his 
arm—the grave man in black.—S’death! not the gentleman 
with the fword on,—Sir, I had rather play a Caprichio to Cal- 
lope herfelf, than draw my bow acrofs my fiddle before that 
very man; and yet, I'll ftake my Cremona to a Jew’s trump, 
which is the greateft mufical odds that ever were laid, that I 
will this moment ftop three hundred and fjfty leagues out of 
tune upon my fiddle, without punifhing cne fingle nerve that 
belongs to him.—T waddle diddle, tweddle diddle,—twiddle 
diddle, twoddle diddle, twuddle diddle- prut-trut 
—krifh—krafh—krufh.—l’ve undone you, Sir,—but you fee 
he is no worfe, and was Apollo to take his fiddle after me, he 
can make him no better.” 














We are forry truth obliges us to declare, that this fe€tions 
with all its merit, wants originality, and appears plainly to be 
an imitation of this paflage of the Lanternois, to be found in 


Rabelais. 
F2 « Bri 
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«« Brifz marg d’algorbric nubftzenos 
Ifquebfz prufq, albolz cringo zafbac: 
Mizlie dilbark]z morp rupp ftancz bac. 
Stombz Parng walmap quoft grufz bac—” 


And we fhall only repeat what was faid to Panurge: “ Tes 
paroles font brayes.” That is, not a language fpoken aé anteriori, 
If the work fhould be continued, we expeét to fee the reader’ 
entertained with the founds uttered by the winding of a jack, 
the filing of a faw, and the grinding of a pair of {cizzars; and 
who will deny the paflages are affecting ? 


Of a very different itile are fome touches of charaéter relating 
to Toby and to Trim, that we meet with in this volume, by 
which it appears, that if our author has fometimes loft fight of 
Rabelais, he has directed his eye to a ftill greater original, even 
nature herfelf. The epifode of Le Fever is beautifully pathetic, 
and exhibits the charafer of ‘Toby and his corporal in fuch a 
point of view, as muft endear them to every reader of fenfibi- 
lity. ‘The author has contrived to make us laugh at the ludi- 
crous peculiarity of Toby, even while we are weeping with ten- 
der approbation at his goodnefs of heart. Capt. Shandy un- 
derftanding by accident, that an officer of the army lay danger- 
oufly ill at a neighbouring public houfe, fent corporal Trim to 
make further inquiry. ‘Trim returns with a very affeéting ac- 
count of lieutenant Le Fever, to whom he had made an offer of 
his mafter’s fervices. 

«* Thou haft left this matter fhort, fays my uncle Toby to 
the corporal, as he was putting him to bed, and I will tell 
thee in what, Trim. In the firft place, when thou madeft 
an offer of my fervices to Le Fever,—as ficknefs and travelling 
are both expenfive, and thou knoweft he was but a poor licute- 
nant, with a fon to fubfitt as well as himfelf, out of his pay, 
—that thou didft not make an offer to him of my purfe; be- 
caufe, had he ftood in need, thou knoweft, Trim, he had 
been as welcome to it as myfelf. Your honour knows, faid 
the corporal, I had no orders; True, guoth my uncle 
Toby,—thou didft very right, Trim, as a foldier,—but cer- 
tainly very wrong as a man, 


«¢ In the fecond place, for which, indeed, thou haft the 
fame excufe, continued my uncle Toby, when thou offeredft 
him whatever was in my houfe,—thou fhouldft have offered him 
my houfe too: A fick brother officer fhould have the beft 

warters, Trim, and if we had him with us,—we could tend 
and look to him: Thou art an excellent nurfe thyfelf, 
Trim,—and what with thy care of him, and the old woman’s, 
aid his boy’s, and mine together, we might recruit him agaia 

at once, and fet him upon his legs ——— 
3 C6 om] 1). 
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In a fortnight or three weeks, added my uncle Toby, 
fmiling,—he might march, He will never march, an’ pleafe 
your honour, -in this world, faid the corporal: He will 
march, faid my uncle Toby, rifing up from the fide of the bed, 
with one fhoe off : An’ pleafe your honour, faid the corpo- 
ral, he will never march, but to his grave ; He fhall march, 
cried my uncle Toby, marching the foot which had a fhoe on, 
though without advancing an inch,—he fhall march to his re- 
giment. He cannot ftand it, fays the corporal; He 
fhall be fupported, faid my uncle Toby ; He’ll drop at laft, 
faid the corporal, and what will become of his boy? He 
fhall not drop, faid my uncle Toby, firmly. A-well o’day, 
—do what we can for him, faid Trim, maintaining his point, 
—the poor foul will die :——-—He fhall not die, by G—, cried 
my uncle Toby. 


“¢ ——The accufing /pirit which flew up to heaven’s chancery 
with the oath, bluth’d as he gave it in ;—and the recording angel 
as he wrote it down, dropp’d a tear upon the word, and blotted 
it out for ever.” 

This laft fentence is a conceit; but it is a conceit of ge- 
nius, glowing with the warmth of a heart truly fentimental. 
Toby in his vifit to the unfortunate lieutenant, atts up to that 
character of cordial benevolence, by which he is marked from 
the beginning; and the officer dying, takes tfe fon into his 
protection. 

We know not whether moft to cenfure the impertinence, or 
commend the excellencies of this ftrange, incongruous, whimfi- 
¢al performance. 


>) 
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Arr. XI. L’Ejprit de St. Evremont, par le aucteur de Genie de 
Monte/quicu. Paris. S8vo. 


HEN a writer hath acquired reputation in the republick. 

of letters, it is. cuflomary to fkreen under his name, 
performances which had no other chance of being tranfmitted 
to pofterity. By this means the bulk of their works is increafed, 
while their value is diminifhed; and men are debarred from the 
perufal of a few pieces of real merit,- becaufe this pleafure muft 
be bought at the expence of running over a number of volumes 
of fearce any merit at all. To this caufe chiefly we may afcribe 
the decline of the witty St. Evremont’s reputatiop ; his works 
have been {welled to eight times their ort; gine fize, and unlefs 
they had been carefully analized by the prefent judicious editor, 


e and 
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and feparated from the rude furrounding mafs, they muft foon 
have been configned to oblivion. 


Prefixed to the analyfis is a fhort life of the ingenious author, 
which we fhall extract for the entertainment of our readers. — 
St. Evremont, defcended from an ancient family in Normandy, 
was born at St Denis le Guaft, on the firft day of April 1613. 
Before he had quite finifhed his education, ‘he expreffed a mili- 
tary inclination, procured a commiffion, and ferved in the rank 
of captain at the fiege of Landrecy. His wit, vivacity, and va- 
lour, foon gained the friendfhip and proteétion of the great. 
He became the favourite of the prince of Condé, without lofing 
the countenance of cardinal Mazarin. At the reduction of 
Furnes, he was charged with the honour of carrying the news 
to court, of propofing the fiege of Dunkirk to the cardinal, 
and of adjufting with that minifter all the preliminaries to this 
important enterprize. St. Evremont fucceeded to the mutual 
fatisfa€tion of the prince and the cardinal; but a flight impru- 
dence of which he was guilty blafted the fruit of his fervices : 
he yielded to his propenfity for raillery, uttered fome farcaftic 
pleafantries on the prince, and was difgraced. Far from profit- 
ing by experience, St. Evremont indulged his cauftic vein in 
fome cutting lampoons on the cardinal, and was rewarded with. 
a lodging in the Baftile. Strong interceflion procured his re- 
leafe, and raifed him to the rauk of Marefchal de Camp, with 
a very confiderable appointment, becaufe he had refufed the 
commiffion of general of the artillery, which had been offered 
him by the duke de Longueville. The peace af the Pyrenees 
was difagreeable to perfons of the firft quality in France, and it 
furnifhed St. Evremont with an opportunity of exercifing his 
fatirical talents. A letter which he wrote to the marquis de 
Crequi became public; it was a fevere libel on the adminiftra- 
tion, in confequence of which, orders were iffued to feize upon 
the author and condu& him to the Baftile. His friends gave 
him intimation of the refentment of the court; he paffed into 
Normandy, thence to Holland, and at laft to England, where 
be died in 1703, at the age of ninety, after having, fays our 
author, in vain folicited his pardon. This is a miftake; St. 
Evremont had, long before his death, obtained leave to return 
to France; but he had formed fuch conne&tions in Eneland, 
and was fo much careffed by all degrees of men, that he ex- 
preffed no inclination to revifit his native country. Our readers 
may confult the Petit Refervoir. 





St. Evremont hath drawn his own pi@ure with great accu- 
racy.—** He is a philofopher, fays he, equally diftant from fu- 
perliition and impiety ; a voluptuary who equally detefts de- 
bauchery and loves true pleafure; a man, who, without 
, 5 ever 
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ever feeling neceflity, never experienced affluence. He lives 
defpifed by thofe who poffefs all things, envied by thofe who 
poffefs nothing, and admired by thofe who place their chief 
happinefs in the exertion of their underftanding. He is grate- 
ful to nature, he complains not of fortune, he hates vice, he 
excufes error, and he commiferates misfortune. St. Evremont 
Jooks not for faults for the pleafure of lampooning them; he 
had rather find abfurdities, that he may enjoy them. He has 
great pleafure in obtaining knowledge, but ftill greater in com- 
municating it with difcretion.”———** I write, fays he, for the 
court and the army, as a wit and a fcholar; and I live with the 
learned as a courtier and foldier.” This fingle extraat, we 
imagine, will be fufficient to excite the curiofity of our readers 
to tafte the works of St. Evremont, purged of thofe impuritigs 
which deftroyed their genuine flavour and poignancy. 








| 


Art. XII, Efais Hiforiques fur T Angleterre. 





O characterize the people, difclofe the fecret fprings of 

the conftitution, point out the. manners, genius, and 
literature of the Euglifh- nation, is the propofed defign of this 
eflayift, who fulfils his promife by crude extracts from, the ga- 
zettes, mews-papers, magazines, and other periodical publi- 
cations. 

His motto is pompous, 
Ifa fiudia in genioforum curioforum ; 

which laft indeed may be true, with refpet to the extraéts from 
the news-papers, that conftitute the whole ftudy and amufe- 
ment of the French as well as the Britifh coffee-houfe literati, 
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Art. 1 3- Motives for purfuing a Spanith War with Vigour. By a 
Member of Parliament. 8vo. Pr. ts. Cabe. 


W E thould be glad to know who are the conftituents of this | 

patriot, that we might congratulate them on the fagacity of 
their reprefentative. His wifdom is equalled by nothing but his 
confiftency. He begins with a flaming panegyric on a late 





m r, afcribing to him alone, all the glory, and all the fuc- 
cefs acquired by our military operations ; and then inveighs 
againft the German war, as a meafure pernicious vo the intereft 
of Great Britain. Thus the fame m r is glorified in direct 
terms, and damned by. implication. The motives for purfuing 
a Spanifh war, fuggefted by this author, are fuch as one might 


expe from a writer of his ability. 
F 4 
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Art. 14. Arguments againf a Spanith War. $v. Pr. 1s. 64, 
; Cabe. 


If we may judge from the ftile and ftrain of argumentation: 
we would afcribe this performance to the fame author who pro- 
duced the foregoing. Perhaps he was refolved to fhew how 
well he could reafon on both fides of the queftion. It happens 
unfortunately, however, that the late condu& of the Spanith 
miniftry hath overturned the whole fabric of his theory, built 
on the fuppofition of their pacific maxims. 

We are itill of opinion, that when the negotiation for peace 
was brought upon the carpet, the French king earneftly withed 
for a termination of the war ; and the war might at that time 
have been terminated greatly to the advantage of Great Bri- 
tain. But the high hand with which he was treated, the artful 
remonftrances of his minifters at the court of Madrid, the jea- 
Joufy excited by the fpirit of conqueft, fo remarkable in the 
B cou ncils, and the profpect of feeing England utterly ex- 
hautted in a few years, by a continuance of the war in Germa- 

. ny, induced the Catholic king to relinquifh his pacific fyftem, 
in hope of feeing the overgrown power of Great Britain cir- 
cumfcribed within its former bounds ; and of taking advantage 
of her diitrefs, to eitablith thofe pretenfions which have been 
hitherto treated with difdain. Let thofe people who broke off 
the negotiation confider whether it would have been for the 
jntereft of their country to have fat down quietly with the en- 
tire conqueft of Canada, the acquifition of Senegal and Goree, 
and, in a word, with the enjoyment of all they themfelves de- 
manded, except the evacuation of Wefel, in favour of our Ger- 
man ally; or to continue a war at fuch an expence as threatens 
pete national ban nkruptcy, and all the calamities that muft 

attend fuch a melancholy event. 





Art. 15. Reafons for an immediate Declaration of War, againft 
England, Publ; bed at Madrid, on the firfi Day of December, 
1761, by the fu ubority of bis Moft Catholee Majefty. Faithfully 
tranflated from the genuine Spanith Original, and dedicated to the 

Right Hon. William Pitt, Efg; 40. Pr. ts. Pottinger. . 
A very defpicable catchpenny ; the fpurious offspring of fome 


wretched grub, conceived by i ignorance, and brought forth by 
effrontery. 


Art. 16. The Proper Obje@ of the prefent War with France and 
Spain confidered ; and the Independence of Great Britain vind:- 


cated from any Connection with foreign Politics. 8vo. Pr. 1s. 64. 
Johniton. 


uf the public defires to have its eyes opened, with refpe& to 


ig 
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its true intereft ; to have a juft idea of our German conne@ions ; 
of our fanity in proteéting the Dutch, fupporting the Portu- 
guefe, and fighting the battles of all our neighbours: if it 
wants to have a juft eftimate of whdt has been done, and what 
has been left undone by the ad——n, in the courfe of the war ; 
and would know the real importance of many different iflands 
and countries in America, or the Weft Indies; it has nothin 
‘to do but to perufe this very fenfible pamphlet, which we warmly 
recommend to the attention of every perfon who glows with the 
love of his country. 


Art.17. An Examination into toe Condu& of Mr. P—, on a late 
important Affair; in which the Two Letters to the Right Hon. the 
Earl of B—, are fully confidered, and refuted. In a Letter toa 
Friend. 8vo.. Pr. is. Hope. 


This writer, with a very laudable intention, gives us reafon 
to regret that he had not taken more pains to make himfelf 
mafter of his fubje&t, before he offered his thoughts to the in- 
fpeétion of the public. We can affure him that Mr. P—’s cha- 
sacter will receive no benefit from the arguments which he has 
ufed in his juftification. 


Art. 18. Conftitutional Queries, bumbly addreffd to the Admirers of 
a late Minifer. Svo. Pr. 6d. Davis, 


Some of thefe queftions will not be eafily anfwered, and others 
deferve no anfwer at all, 


Art.19. Frefo Hints from an Honeft Man, upon the prefent critical 
Pofture of Affairs. 8vo. Pr. is. Burnet. 


Fret as mackarel in June, at the rate of fix a penny. To 
fpeak con{cientioufly, we cannot help declaring that fome of thefe 
hints are fo ftale, as to be offenfive to the noftrils of common 
fenfe. Others, indeed, are fo frefh as to be infipid. Accord- 
ing to this honeft man, England has nothing to do but to 
maintain her German war with vigour, fupport Portugal againft 
Spain (there being no great difparity between the forces of 
thefe two kingdoms) fublidize the king of Sardinia, take the 
Algerines into her pay, compel the Dutch to declare themfelves 
—no matter how, and profécute the war againft France and 
Spain, in all the four quarters of the globe. —We wonder this 
great politician has not likewife propoled, that England fhall 
pay for the equipment of a Chinefe armament to “ae againit 
‘the Philippine Iflands, and advance a few millions to the Mant- 
choux Tartars, for making a diverfion in Rufia.—What pity 
jt is we have no friend to take out: a commiffion of lunacy 
again{ft the whole nation. 


Ait. 








7h Monthly Caratrocuss 


Art. 20. The Parallel: Being the Subtance of Two Speeches, fup- 
poled to have been made in the Clofet by two different Minifteri, 
SomeT ime before a late Demife. vo. Pr.is. Nicoll. 


Wormwood and gall to fervile minifters, and pfeudo-pa- 
triots. 


Art. 21. 4 Confolatory Epiftle to the Members of the Old Fafion; 
occafioned by a Spanifh War. By the Author of the Confolatory 
Letter to the noble Lord difmiffed the Military Service. 8vo0. 
Pr. 1s. 6d. Williams. 


We would advife fome good Chriftian, who has fpare time 
upon his hands, to write a Confolatory Epiftle to the publifher 
of this performance, that he may not defpair in confequence 
of having brought fuch a naufeous produétion into the world. 


Art. 22. Curfory Remarks on once reading a Letter to a Right Ho- 
nourable Perfon; with the Anfwer tranflated into Englith Verfe. 
4to0. Pr.is. Rofs. 


The moft unmeaning produétion which the new year has 
brought forth, 


Art, 23. A Third Letter to the Right Honourable the Earl of B—. 
In which the Caufes and Confequences of the War between Great 
Britain and Spain are fully confidered; and the Condud? of a cer- 
tain Right Honourable Gentleman further examined. 8v0, Pr. 
1s. 6d. Coote. 


In the courfe of his political progrefs, this writer polifhes his 
ftile, and methodizes his ideas. In point of merit this letter 
has the advantage of either of the preceding, though we can- 
not beftow any encomiums on the author’s candour. Deter- 
mined to allow the late m r neither ability nor integrity, 
he denies, tooth and nail, every fa& that hath been urged to his 
advantage. If we may credit this profound politician, Mr. 
P defignedly let flip the proper opportunity for coming to 
an eclaircifflement with Spain; namely, about three years ago, 
and before fhe had given fufficient evidence of her partiality to 
France. The obfervations which he make. on the deftruétive 
confequences of the German war, and the abfurdity of that 
lately received maxim, that we have conquered America in 
Germany, are juft, but hackneyed. The author of the Confi- 
derations hath fet this point in the trueft light ; and whoever 
writes after him upon the fame principles, muft have the ap- 


peararce of a plagiary. 
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Art..24. 4 Letter from the Anonymous Author of the Letters Verfi- 
fad to the Anonymous Writer of the Monitor. 410, Pr. 1s. 
Nicoll, 

‘Tt is dificult to reftrain wit, zeal, and refentment, within the 
bounds of decency and moderation. The author of this fmart 
letter hath ftudioufly pointed the moft bitter abufe, keen far- 
cafm, and poignant fatire, at the heads of the late m r, 
an eloquent alderman, and the very refpectable writer of the 
Monitor. We are diverted with the ridicule thrown upon the 
magiftrate and the political Mentor; but we are fhocked at 
the rancour exprefied again{t a certain noble lord, whofe gray 
hairs, and confeffed ability, entitle him to more refpeé. 





Art.25. Thoughts on Ancient and Modern Travel. Humbly ad- 
dreffed to every one concerned in the Education of young Gentlemen. 
Sve. Pr.is. Dodfley. 


This author, though a profeffed enemy to travelling, is him- 
felf much addiéted to rambling. Inftead of being made ac~ 
quainted with all the advantages and difadvantages of travel, 
accurately ftated in the courfe of this performance, all we learn 
is, that the moderns are deficient in thought, ftudy, and appli- 
cation; that Locke is guilty of contradiction and abfurdity; 
and that bifhop Berkeley’s dialogues in the Minute Philofopher, are 
the only ones in our language, which contain the true eafe, fpi- 
rit, and freedom of converfation. In this particular we think 
our author {ceptical. 


Art. 26. Three Beautiful and Important Paffages omitied by the 
Tranflator of Fingal. Tranflated and reftored by Donald Mac 
Donald. 4to. Pr. 6d, Hinxman. 


We have feen Virgil’s Eneid traveritied by Cotton; and if 
imitation of that genius, here we have a parody on the poem 
of Fingal, by fome wit who aflumes the name of Donald 
Macdonald. We fhould be apt to recommend this author to 
fome prefs gang, as an idle vagrant going about. impofing on 
his majefty’s liege fubjets, under falfe pretences and a borrowed 
name, were not we convinced that in fome circumftances he is 
no impoftor. Without all doubt he has had carnal know- 
ledge of the mountain nymph, Uka, alias Pfora, fo feelingly he 
expatiates upon her charms, and fo exaétly does he defcribe 
the rites of fulphureous un@tion with which her indignation is 
appeafed: but whether he compreffed her on a mountain of 
Wales, on a hill of Caledonia, or on the banks of a bog in 
jreland, we fhall not prefume to determine. 


Ast. 
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Art. 27. The Life and Amours of Hafen Slawkenbergius ; 4uthop 
of the Inftitute of Nofes. Compiled from authentic Materials, 
communicated to the Editor, by the learned Mr. Heydegger, of 
Strafburg. 870. Pr. 1s. Flexney. 


This fmall piece feems to have been written with a defign 
to roufe the attention of the publicto the merit of Triftram 
Shandy ; and if it be not executed by the fame author, it is 
the produdtion of one who has happily hit off his manner, 
But after all the pains he has taken with Hafen Slawkenber- 
gius and the promontory of nofes, and, in our opinion, they 
have coft him more pains than all the reft of the book, he 
will never make the public enter into the humour of that 
epifode. It is a Jufus natura, upon which all the world looks 
with difguft, except the infatuated parent. 


Art. 28. The Death of Abel. In Five Books. Attempted from the 
German of Mr. Gefiner. I2m0. Pr. 35. Dodfley. 


We fhall refer the reader to the tenth volume of the Critical 
Review *, for an account of the extraordinary merit of this 
performance, originally written in the German language. It 
will be fufficient to add to our former remarks, that Mrs Col- 
lyer’s tranflation is by no means inelegant, or unworthy the pa- 
tronage of her majefty, to whom it is addrefied, in terms equally 
Joyal, fenfible, and genteel. 


Art. 29. The Hifory of John Sobiefki, King of Poland. Tran- 
lated from the French of M. L’dbbé Coyer. 80. Pr. 65. 
Millar. 

’ Already we have paid the juft tribute of praife to the un- 
common merit of the abbé Coyer + ; and we heartily with that 
fome portion of our applaufe were due to the tranflator. 


Art. 30. Single Life difcouraged, for the public Utility: or, an Effay 
on Ways and Means for the Supplies of the Gowerninent. 8vo0. 
Pr.is. Rivington. 


Here is a ferics of juft and conclufive arguments, to prove 
the expediency of laying an additional tax on fingle life, in or- 
der to encourage population, and relieve the immediate dif- 
treffes of the government. If fome fuch precaution is not taken, 
we do not doubt but marriage will grow intodifufe, and in that 
cafe the kingdom will have no other fource of population than 
the Foundling Hofpital. Ifa batchelor can enjoy all the plea- 
fures of matrimony, without the incefiant cares, and enormous 
expence which a family intails, he muit be a fimpleton indeed 





* P. 472. + Vid. Crit. Rev. for Nov, 1761. Art. X. 
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to run his head into the collar. The charge of houfekeeping is 
already {welled to fuch a degree, in confequence. of the intole- 
rable taxes, which are every year accumulating, that wewill ven- 
ture to fay there are ten thoufand families in Great Britain which 
would gladly feize the firit opportunity of emigrating into an- 
other country, where their induftry would enable them to fubhift 


with any degree of fecurity and comfort. 





Art. 31. The Ghof ! Being a True Account of the feveral Conver- 
fations between the Juppofed Apparition in Cock-Lane, and the 
Gentlemen who attended, Se. Sve. Pr. 6d. Cabe. 


Though there is no law that we know of for committing a 
vagrant ghoft to hard labour, we would recommend its atten- 
dants, abettors, and hiftorians, to the cognizance of fome fen- 
fible magiftrate ; for this {pirit would become a poor devil if it 
was deprived of its retinue. 


Art. 32. 4 Concife Differtation on the Human Paffions, exemplified in 
the Life and untimely Death of John M’Naughton, E/g; lately 
executed for the Murder of Mi/s Marian Knox. In which the Par- 
ticulars of his Trial, and a Narrative of his Condu& and Beba- 
viour, are faithfully recited. Written in I reland 4y an impartial 
Odferver. 8vo. Pr. 1s. Hinxman. 


How far this narrative is confiftent with truth, we cannot 
determine, but the ftory is affe&ting; and the humane reader 
will not perufe it without feeling emotions of pity, even for 
the unfortunate Macnaughton, who feems to have been attu~ 
ated by the demon of defpair. 


Art. 33. The Rudiments of Englith Grammar ; adapted to the Use of 
Schools. With Objfervations on Style, By Jofeph Prieftley. 
1zmo. Pr.1s. 6d. Griffiths. 


We may venture to recommend this little performance to 
thofe who are defireus of attaining a fundamental grammatical 
knowledge of the Englifh language. The preface is well wiit- 
ten, and the obfervations on ftile ufeful, though by no means 

ew. Examples are fubjoined, which, in our opinion, ought 
to have been omitted. 





Art. 34. An Admonitory Letter to the Rev. Mr. §& , upon the 
Publication of his Fifth and Sixth Volumes of Triftram Shandy. 
By a Layman. 8vo. Pr. 6d. Burnet. 


This epiftle contains fome remarks equally fenfible ‘a fe- 
vere, diffeminated through a feries ‘of criticifm on Triftram 
Shandy, great part of which criticifm is, in our opinion,-either 
overitrained, or founded on mifapprehenfion. 
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Art. 35. A New Account of the Inhabitants, Trade, and Govern. 
ment of Spain, Fe. Fe. To which is added, a Defcription of the 

' principal Sea-Port ,Towns, €&c. Taken from the beft duthorities, 
8vo. Pr. 1s. Hinxman. 


A very lame account, patched up of bad materials, and eked 
out to the fize of a fhilling pamphlet, with an imperfe& de- 
fcription of fea-port towns, taken from fome Syftem of Geogra- 
phy. Thus the Reviewers are among the firft fubje&s of Great 
Britain, who feel the difagreeable effeéts of a Spanifh war. 


Art. 36. A Defcription of South Carolina ; containing many cu- 
rious and interefting Particulars relating to the Civil, Natural, and 
Commercial Hiftory of that Colony, Fc. Sve. Pr. 2s. Dodfley. 


In this pamphlet, which feems to be written with precifion 
by fome perfon of confequence, refiding in South Carolina, we 
are made acquainted with the importance.of that colony, exem- 
plified in a detail of the nature of the climateand foil, the wea- 
ther, the produce, the natural hiftory, and the commerce; but 
as the culture of the country, the number of inhabitants, and 
ftate of trade, are continually varying, the performance would 
have been much more ufeful and fatisfactory, had that detail 
been continued down to the prefent time, from the year 1748, 
the period beyond which the author has not deduced the fubje&. 


Art. 37. Angelicus and Fergufia, a Tal. 8vo. Pr. 1s. Johnfon. 

A very fimple allegory, in which the kingdoms of England, 
Ireland, and Scotland, are faintly fhadowed under the names of 
Angelicus, Hibera, and Fergufia. The author, whom we per- 
ceive to be a North Briton, will never mak bis plak a baubee by 
this kind of writing. ; 


Art. 38. Pof/cript to the Ornaments of Churches confidered. 410, 


By this poft(cript the author intends to promote the fale of a 
book of which we fpoke handfomely ina former Number, 


Art. 39. The Young Gauger’s Beft Inftrugor : Being a New and 

_ Complete Syflem of Gauging in all its Varieties, both Theory and 
Pra&ice, Fc. By Mr. Turner, late of Magdalen-Hall, Ox- 
ford, now Teacher of Geometry, Aftronomy, aud Philofophy, at 
Worceiter. 8vo. Pr.4s, Law. 


There hath not appeared a more accurate work upon the fub- 
jet of gauging. 


Art. 40. The Songs of Selma. From the Original of OMian the 
Son of Fingal. 4te. Pr. 1s. Griffiths. 


The fongs of Selma, thus exhibited, put us in mind of the 
pfalms of David, done into metre by Sternhold and Hopkins. 
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The meafure of the ftanza is the fame in both; and there is a 
very great refemblance between them, in the manner andthe 
poetical merit of the execution. 
¢ Amidit the winds, and beating rain, 
I ftood upon the fhore, 
And heard th’ill-fated maid complain, 
Till fhe was heard no more. 


¢ All fpent with grief, her voice grew faint 
Before the break of day ; 

And, like an evening breeze, her ~~ 
Died unperceiv’d away.’ 


. There is fomething very extraordinary in hearing a voice un- 
til it is heard no more; but it would have been ftill more won- 
derful had he heard it after it was heard no more. Weare, 
moreover, a little puzzled to comprehend in what manner the 
voice died away unperceived. Did it die away, without being 
perceived to die away, like a man ftealing out of a company ; 
a meaning which the words import? ordid it ceafe to be per~ 
ceived after it had died away; a circumftance which the poet 
had no occafion to relate ? , 


Art. 41. Innocence. A Poetical Effay. In Two Books, Moft hum~ 
bly infcribed to ber Royal Highne/s the Princef; Augufta. By 
Abraham Portal, author of Olinda and Sophronia, a Tragedy. 

Bu. Pr. ts. 6d. Dodfley. 


What reputation Mr. Portal may derive from the tragedy 
pntitled Olinda and Sophronia, we caunot judge, as we never 
heard of the faid tragedy until it appeared in this title page. 
With refpe& to the prefent application, it may be defined, O4~ 
feurum per obfcurius; and puts us mind of a certain gentleman, 
who, ina paragraph of the datly papers, was ftiled, « Author of 
a Tragedy not yet publithed.” 

Though we cannot allow this effay on Innocence to bea firft- 
rate poem, yet we muft, in juftice, acknowledge it contains 
many poetical fancies ; and, in confideration of the fubjeét, as 
well as of the,modefty, integrity, philanthropy, and philofophi- 
cal refignation of Mr. Portal, we beg leave to recommend it 
to the proteG&ion of the public, 


At. 42. Verfes to the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Baron Plaffey. 
4to. Pr. 6d. Johnfton. 

We fhould have been glad to fee this gallant nobleman’s ex- 
ploits immortalized by a genius of the firft order. Thefe 
verfes fhall be exempted from criticifm, in confideration of ‘the 
fubje&t, which we really efteem and-admire.: But fhould the 


performance come toa fecond edition, we advile the aythor to 
alter 
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alter the phrafe ‘ torrid-poles.” The earth has but two poles; 
and the weather at each is extremely cold. : 



































Art. 43. The Mufe’s Recreation, in Four Poems, viz. The Farewel 
to Summer ; a Paftoral Elegy. The Queen's Arrival; a Paftoral. 
Silence; a Poem. Devotion; a Rhapfody: 4to. Pr. 1s. Johnfon, 


Even the frontifpiece, defigned by Wale and engraved by 
Grignion, will not raife thefe poems above, the rank of medio- 
crity. ‘They compofe a fpegies of entertainment, which, like 
an indifferent violin, might be very well f{pared. Poterat 
duci quia cena fine iftis. 





Art. 44. A Leiter to Mr. $. Fothergill, occafoned by his Remarks 
on an Addre/s and Sermon lately publifbed by Mr. Pilkington. 8a. 
Pr. 1s. Dodiley. 


Thefe criticifms contribute nothing towards promoting reli- 
gion or charity. Much hath been urged to little purpofe bY 
divines, upon water-baptifm. 





Art. 45. Presbyters and Deacons not commiffioned to preach without 
the Bifkop’s Allowance, a Difcourfe addrefid to @ certain Methodif? 
Clerg yman. 8vo0. Pr. Is. Nicoll. 


Controverfy on points of human knowledge proves. advan- 
tageous to the community ; fparks of light are ftruck from 
the collifion, and the fubject is fifted to the bottom ; but in 
theology it is the bufinefs of the difputants to four as high as 
poffible above common underftanding, and to wrap in an im- 
penetrable cloud what they cannot elucidate. The author of 
the little piece before us takes a different method, and ftates 
the fubje& with precifion and candour. 


Art. 46. An Effay upon Ovconomy. By Edward Watkinfon, 
M. D. Re&or of Little Chart, in Kent. 8vo. Pr. 6¢.‘Ward. 


In this age of diffipation and extravagance, we could with to 
hear Dr. Watkinfon’s fenfible fermon upon CEconomy pro 
nounced from the pulpit once a month, to offe of the moft 
faflrionable congregations in the metropolis. 

We have been obliged to this gentleman for feveral hints, 
and, in particular, for a judicious Effay on Criticifm, inferted 
in the Critical Review for January, 1761, which Effay was welt 
received by the public. 





*,.* Dr. Witson’s Remarks upon the article in the Critical 
Review, relating to his edition of Mr. Robins’s Mathematical 
Works, came too late to be inferted in this Number ; but in the 
next they fhall be honoured with due regard. 
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